
                            The Port Norris Historical Society 

                                               Monthly Meeting  
                                            October 14, 2025 
 
Members Present: E. Bernhardt, V. Campbell, R. Cobb, J. Elwell, G. Guidera, F. 

Hickman, M.L. Lacotte, J.(Morris) Lore, J. Lore, J. Massey, R. O’Brien, D. Pettit, 
S. Ricci,  P. Smith.  

 
October  Meeting: The regular meeting of the Port Norris Historical Society was held 

Tuesday, October 14, 2025, commencing at 6:33 p.m., with President, Rachel Cobb, 
being in the chair, and the Secretary being present. 
  
Review of Minutes:  The September 2025 minutes and the agenda of the October 2025 

meeting were emailed to members on October 13, 2025. A motion to approve the 

September 2025 minutes was made by Faye Hickman, seconded by Gloria Guidera, 

and unanimously approved by members present. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: The September 2025 Treasurer’s report was emailed to the PNHS 

Board members on October 12, 2025. Joyce Massey motioned to accept the report,  

seconded by Gloria Guidera. The motion, approved by Board members present, will be 

filed for audit. 

Committee Reports:   
Membership: Virginia Campbell, chairlady, reported the membership count has 

increased to fifty-six (56) members with Ray O’Brien who became a new member at 
the October meeting. Ideas for boosting membership of the historical society are 
welcomed. It was suggested to partner with the township for public relations and 
community outreach. 
 
Correspondence: Rachel Cobb will ask Dick Smith to reach out to John Maddox.  

 
Collections: Pat Smith, chairlady, reported numerous items recently acquired. Charles Moore, 

Jr. donated several items from his father’s collection including glass door knobs 
mounted on a board, his father’s manual typewriter with a copy of the 1964 township 
budget and a large dictionary from his house. It was noted that Charles Moore Sr. 
served as the clerk of Commercial Township. Charles Jr. also donated two (2) brown 
Shoemaker Dairy half-gallon milk bottles. Shoemaker Dairies of Bridgeton delivered 
milk to residents of the Port Norris area.  
Other donations: Dick Smith donated a hat worn by safety patrol members of the Port 

Norris Elementary school. Virginia Campbell donated a Masonic Lodge hat and a 
child’s afghan. Gayle Penven donated two prints of the Martha Meerwald, a schooner 
owned by her father, Fenton Anderson. A 1952 street map of Port Norris belonging to 
Norman Cobb was donated by his daughter, Rachel. Faye Hickman brought a button of the 
Centennial Belles.  
Collections Committee Meeting: Pat Smith requested a meeting of the Collections 

Committee will be scheduled in the next two weeks. 



 
Donations: There have been no monetary donations received since the September 

meeting. 
 
Bayshore Discovery: Bayshore sent a request asking the PN Historical Society to donate 

a gift basket for their Oyster Festival. The members agreed to donate a PNHS insulated 
bag filled with our sale items, which was prepared by V. Campbell for delivery to 
Bayshore. 

 
Wednesday Programs:  The Bayshore will be featuring a program titled “Unfiltered: 
The Truth About Oysters” October 22nd at 2:00pm. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Soup dinner: Rachel Cobb announced the date has been set for the PNHS Soup Dinner 

on Saturday, January 24th. Faye agreed to be the liaison between the historical society 
and the Fire company. 
 
Seed Swap: Rachel Cobb stated the PNHS Seed Swap is scheduled for January 31st,  

2026, which is also International Seed Swap Day. She will contact the Rutgers Master 
Gardeners of Cumberland County for their assistance. This is a free event and was 
well attended last year. 
 
Legends 2026: Mary Linda Lacotte, chairlady, stated nominations are now open for the 

2026 Legends awards. Cindy Tawes is a Living Legend nomination roll-over from last 
year. Meghan Wren was selected as a 2025 Legend, but she asked to hold her name 
until next year as her work duties created a conflict. John Hoffman will be officially 
nominated at the October meeting. Mary Linda L. reported that LaDonna Gibson 
Angelo has been in contact with her and will be mailing in a nomination form for her 
grandfather, Austin Berry, and her parents, Ed and Lehma Berry Gibson. The Legends 
2026 awards is scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 2026, at the NJ Motorsports Park. 
 
Open House: The ice cream social, held after the PNHS September business meeting,  

with invited guests from the Mauricetown Historical Society and sponsors of our 
fundraising events was well attended. Following discussion it was decided to hold two 
separate open houses in December, one on a Saturday and the second at the regular 
December meeting. Suggested dates of December 6th and 13th were discussed. 
Learning the  Mauricetown Historical Society will host their Christmas Candlelight 
Tour on December 13th, it was agreed to hold our Open House on December 6th. Santa 
and Mrs. Claus will visit.  
 
Rachel Cobb suggested the PN Historical Society be open one day a month, beginning 
in early spring. A recommendation to have the PNHS open on the same day Bayshore 
and the Mauricetown Historical Society have their scheduled official hours. 
 
Nominations for Officers: A slate of officers for the 2026 term will be announced by 

Joyce Massey at the November meeting, with a vote taken at the December meeting. 
Newly elected officers will begin their term in January 2026. Officers can be 
renominated for a new term. 



 
February Meeting:  Rachel Cobb offered to show her slide presentation, “Sam A.B. Cobb 

and Rachel Cobb Photography: Is it in the DNA?”  at our monthly meeting in February. 
The talk would last approximately one hour. The date and time will be decided later.  
 
Commercial Township Crab Basket Christmas Tree Display: The committee will allow 

participants to repurpose their baskets; an entry fee of $25.00 will be charged. 
Members agreed to pay the $25.00 and resubmit our basket this year. 

 
Comments/Suggestions/Announcements:   
The Port Norris Fire Company Oyster and Ham dinner will be held on Sunday, October 
26th  starting at 12:00pm. 
 
The Mauricetown Historical Society Open House Candlelight Tour is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 13th. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Donna Pettit, seconded by Faye 
Hickman. With unanimous approval, the meeting ended at 7:25p.m. The next meeting 
of the PNHS will be held on November 11, 2025, at 6:30p.m 
 
Mary Linda Lacotte, 
Recording Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


