
                            The Port Norris Historical Society 

                                               Monthly Meeting  
                                            November 11, 2025 
 
Members Present: E. Bernhardt, D. Berry, R. Berry, V. Campbell, R. Cobb, J. 

Donohue, G. Guidera, F. Hickman, M.L. Lacotte, A. Lore, J. Lore, J. Massey, A. 
Martinez, S. Ricci, R. Smith 

Guests: P. Donohue, M. Errickson, F. Jamison 

 
October  Meeting: The regular meeting of the Port Norris Historical Society was held 

Tuesday, November 11, 2025, commencing at 6:55 p.m., with President, Rachel Cobb, 
being in the chair, and the Secretary being present. 
  
President’s Announcement:  A winter gold winterberry bush will be planted in memory 

of board member John Hickman on Friday, November 14th at 1:00 pm. The time and 
date were changed to accommodate members who attended the Commercial Township 
Veteran’s Day program at the Senior Center. The bush will be placed on the side of the 
building with a plaque in memoriam to be placed later. 
 

Review of Minutes:  The October 2025 minutes and the agenda for the November 2025 

meeting were emailed to members on November 10, 2025. A motion to approve the 

October 2025 minutes was made by Gloria Guidera, seconded by Faye Hickman, and 

unanimously approved by members present. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: The October 2025 Treasurer’s report was emailed to the PNHS 

board members on November 9, 2025. The Treasurer’s report was motioned, voted 

and approved for audit at a Zoom board meeting held on November 10, 2025. Two 

mugs and a scrapbook accounted for $40.00 in merchandise sales.  

Committee Reports:   
Membership: Virginia Campbell, chairlady, reported the membership numbers 

increased to fifty-seven(57) members. 
 
Correspondence: A thank-you note was sent to Pat Carney Cavender for her monetary 

donation.  
 
Collections: Dean Berry donated a broom made of salt hay. 

 
Donations: Pat Carney Cavender sent a monetary donation of $300.00. 

 
Nominations:  Joyce Massey read the Slate of PNHS officers for the 2026 – 2028 term: 

                                      President – Rachel Cobb 
                                      Recording Secretary – Mary Linda Lacotte 
                                      Corresponding Secretary – Gloria Guidera 
                                                   Trustees – Eileen Bernhardt, Virgina Campbell 
 



Rachel C. explained the by-laws state that officers may serve additional terms; 
however, the individuals are required to be renominated for the extra terms. 
Nominations will remain open until the Monday before the December meeting. 
 
Security System – The smoke detectors in the building are battery operated and not  
linked to a central operating system. Rachel C. has contacted the security company 
asking for a representative to assess the current system, determine what needs to be 
updated and provide a price quote. Suggested upgrades include a dusk to dawn 
outside front wall light and a motion detector light to be installed at the back door. 

Security cameras placed strategically throughout the building, especially in the 
upstairs rooms, to be included in the quote.  
 
Open House – Rachel C. announced the Open House of the historical society’s 

building/museum is scheduled for Saturday, December 6th from10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
The official ribbon cutting will take place outside in front of the building at 9:45 am. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, Rachel’s sister and brother-in-law, will be in the building from 
10:00 am – 12 noon, passing out candy canes to the children. It was decided to 
purchase a tray of cookies from ShopRite, individually wrapped, for the visitors to take 
as they leave the building. Magnets will be given out, one per family. Rachel stressed 
the need for members to make a commitment, assisting at the opening. Members will 
be needed in the back room, the main room, the rooms upstairs, and as a greeter. The 
day for the open house holiday decorating will take place after Thanksgiving, email to 
note day and time. 
 
Legends 2026: Mary Linda Lacotte presented the nominations received for 2026 

Legends. Cindy Tawes, rolled over from last year, has declined her nomination for 
personal reasons. Meghan Wren, also rolled over from last year, did not respond to 
requests; therefore, her name was removed from the nominations for this year. John 
Hoffman was officially nominated by Faye Hickman. Dr. Cadmus Hull was nominated 
by Fletcher Jamison and Mary Linda Lacotte. LaDonna Gibson Angelo nominated her 
grandfather, Austin Berry, and her parents, Ed and Lehma Berry Gibson. It was 

suggested to contact LaDonna Angelo regarding holding her families presentations 
until 2027 so that family members will be able to attend the awards. A discussion 
ensued to nominate Randolph Marshall, a winning track team member with Dr. 
Cadmus Hull. Fletcher Jamison will contact Randolph Marshall. The Legends 2026 
Awards Luncheon is scheduled for Saturday, April 18,  2026, at the NJ Motorsports 
Park. A motion to accept the nominations was made by Gloria Guidera, seconded by 
Joyce Massey, and unanimously approved by the membership. 
 
Seed Swap: Rachel Cobb stated the PNHS Seed Swap is scheduled for January 31st,  

2026, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Rutgers’ Master Gardeners of Cumberland County 
will lend their assistance and expertise. This is a free event. 
 
Sign for building:  A sign for the outside of the building is on the agenda for the first 

part of next year. The possibility of having a metal sign was suggested, asking Ray 
O’Brien for his input.  



Ray O’Brien mentioned he would build a cradle for the sail mast which is laying on the 
ground on the side of the building. 
 
Soup dinner: Faye Hickman announced the Soup dinner is scheduled for January 24th 

at the Port Norris Fire Hall. She has all the paperwork from Dick Smith, who will send 
letters to the sponsors. Dean Berry will be responsible for the set-up and take-down at 
the Fire Hall. Roseann Smith will call people to make desserts; Virginia Campbell and 
Rachel Cobb will oversee the salad and dressings. Dean Berry will make oyster stew 
and clam chowders. Tickets will cost $15.00 per person; tickets will be distributed to 

members at the December meeting. Tip jars on the tables for the young servers; the 
dishwasher will be paid.  
 
Comments/Suggestions/Announcements:   
 
Suggestion to reprint cookbooks was agreed by membership. 
 
Belva Prycl’s husband sent a request to purchase mugs; as Belva has donated items to 
the museum, it was decided to send the mugs without payment. 
 
At the Commercial Township Veterans Program, it was mentioned that Jacob Shinn’s 
grave was found and while cleaning the tombstone, it was discovered that three of his 
children, ages four, three, and one all died in the year 1862.  
 
The Mauricetown Historical Society Open House Candlelight Tour is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 13th. 
 
Rachel Cobb adjourned the meeting at 8:10 pm. The next meeting of the PNHS will be 
held on December 9, 2025, at 6:30 p.m, with a social celebrating the holiday season 
following the meeting. 
 
Mary Linda Lacotte, 

Recording Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


