The Port Norris Historical Society

Monthly Meeting
December 9, 2025

Members Present: E. Bernhardt, D. Berry, R. Berry, V. Campbell, R. Cobb, J.
Donohue, J. Elwell, F. Hickman, J. Lacotte, M.L. Lacotte, J. Lore, J. Massey, A.
Martinez, J. Maddox, R.A.Smith, P. Smith

December Meeting: The regular meeting of the Port Norris Historical Society was held
on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, commencing at 6:32 p.m., with President Rachel
Cobb in the chair and the Secretary present.

Review of Minutes: The November 2025 minutes and the agenda for the December
2025 meeting were emailed to members on December 9, 2025. A motion to approve
the November 2025 minutes was made by Joyce Massey, seconded by Pat Smith, and
unanimously approved by members present.

Treasurer’s Report: The November 2025 Treasurer’s report was emailed to the PNHS
board members on December 8, 2025. A motion was made by Mary Linda Lacotte,
seconded by Joyce Massey and approved by board members present, representing a
quorum of officers and trustees. The report will be filed for audit.

Committee Reports:
Membership: Virginia Campbell, chairperson, reported that payments for two new
members and two renewals were recorded.

Correspondence: A note was received from the Mauricetown Historical Society
regarding our Open House celebration.

PNHS December Open House: Rachel Cobb stated the ribbon cutting which took place
on Saturday, December 6th. prior to the Open House, was well attended by PNHS
officers, trustees, members and Legends. The historical society received positive
feedback and many supportive comments recognizing the efforts of the members.
There were approximately eighty (80) people who visited the building, including
Cumberland County and township officials during the open house hours.

Dean Berry was the spokesperson in the upstairs front room. Joyce Massey, greeter,
passed out magnets and cookies to visitors, candy canes to the children. The magnets
were a gift to commemorate our grand opening.

Santa and Mrs. Claus were present from 10:00am to 12:00 noon, available for photos.
A total of $277.00 was realized with the raffle, merchandise sales, and membership
fees. The two cookie trays were donated by Joyce Massey.

Suggestions: Additional lighting is needed upstairs.



The PNHS banner will be displayed outside when the building is open.
Make/purchase name tags with logo for members to wear during events.

Rachel C. noted there are an additional six panels to be added to the timeline on the
wall.

Outdoor sign for building: Ray O’Brien stated that he and his son would work with the
historical society to create and make a permanent metal outdoor sign.

Election of Officers/Trustees: Joyce Massey read the Slate of PNHS Officers for the 2026
- 2028 term:

President — Rachel Cobb

Recording Secretary — Mary Linda Lacotte

Corresponding Secretary — Gloria Guidera

Trustees — Eileen Bernhardt, Virgina Campbell

There being no further nominations, the Slate of PNHS officers for the 2026-2028 term
was accepted and approved.

Legends 2026: Mary Linda Lacotte presented the PNHS Legends for 2026:

Living Legends: John Hoffman, Dr. Cadmus S. Hull

Nominee: Randolph Marshall is unable to accept nomination due to health issues.

Thelma Barnes Weems was also accepted and approved as a Living Legend for 2026.

David Lake Berry, nominated by Robin Berry and Dean Berry was chosen to be a Legend of Port
Norris.

Legends nominees, Austin Berry, Ed and Lehma Gibson, were accepted; however, due to a conflict
with family events, LaDonna Gibson Angelo requested the Berry /Gibson family Legends be
rolled over to the following year, 2027.

Upon suggestion, the membership decided to change the menu from a sit down plated
luncheon to a chef attended Brunch buffet. Menu items include breakfast breads and muffins,
fresh fruit, French toast, breakfast meats, fried potatoes, tossed green salad, lemon chicken,
cheese tortellini, and chef made personal omelets. Mary Linda L. will notify the NJ Motorsports
Park with the changes and to obtain pricing.

Soup Dinner: Faye Hickman distributed tickets (cost $15.00 per person) to members
present at the meeting. She asked everyone to keep a list of names/ticket numbers of
the tickets sold for record keeping purposes. Soup dinner is scheduled for January
24th at the Port Norris Fire Hall. Dick Smith sent letters to the sponsors asking for
their continued support. Dean Berry will be responsible for the set-up and take-down
at the Fire Hall. RoseAnna Smith will call people to make desserts; Virginia Campbell
and Rachel Cobb will be responsible for the salad and dressings. Alyssa Martinez will
manage the merchandise table. Joyce Massey and Pat Smith will oversee take-out
dinners; Faye H. will work at the front door. Rachel C. will provide centerpieces for the
tables. We will need six (6) runners to assist at the tables with tip jars on the tables



for the young servers; the dishwasher will be paid. Pat S. and Faye H. will take
inventory of supplies, noting what needs to be ordered.

Seed Swap: Rachel Cobb stated the PNHS Seed Swap is scheduled for January 31st
2026, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Rutgers’ Master Gardeners of Cumberland County
will lend their assistance and expertise. This is a free event.

Mike Vizzard has been contacted regarding the lighting issues in the rooms upstairs.

Sue (Carney) Davison has offered to help research old tax records.

Suggestions for raffle baskets for the Legends event were discussed. Contributions for
the baskets will be discussed at the January meeting.

Comments/Suggestions/Announcements:

The Mauricetown Historical Society Open House Candlelight Tour is scheduled for
Saturday, December 13th,

Rachel Cobb adjourned the meeting at 7:17pm, with a social holiday gathering to
follow.
The next meeting of the PNHS will be held on January 13th, 2026, at 6:30p.m.

Mary Linda Lacotte,
Recording Secretary



