
                            The Port Norris Historical Society   
                                                 Monthly Meeting    

                                                April 14, 2026   

   

Members Present: E. Bernhardt, D. Berry, R. Berry, V. Campbell, R. Cobb, 

 J. Donohue, G. Guidera, B. Hall, F. Hickman, M.L. Lacotte, J. Lore, J. Maddox, 

 A. Martinez, J. Martinez, J. Massey, P. Smith, R.A. Smith.  

 

Memorial Plaque: Prior to the start of the meeting, members gathered outside the 

building to install a plaque honoring PNHS Legend and long standing member of the 

Port Norris Historical Society, John Crowell Hickman. The plaque was placed on the 

front of the building next to a winterberry holly which was planted in John’s memory 

at the open house on December 6th, 2025. 

  

April  Meeting: The regular meeting of the Port Norris Historical Society was held on 

Tuesday, April 14, 2026, commencing at 6:40 p.m., with President, Rachel Cobb, 

being in the chair, and the Secretary being present.  

   

Review of Minutes:  The March minutes and the agenda for the April 2026 meeting 

were emailed to members on April 14, 2026. Correction: The letter to the Dividing 

Creek Historical Society members was sent by Rachel Cobb, not Gloria Guidera, as 

stated in the March minutes. A  motion to approve the corrected minutes of the March 

2026 meeting was made by Gloria Guidera, seconded by Joyce Massey, and 

unanimously approved by members present.  

   

Treasurer’s Report: The March 2026 Treasurer’s report was emailed to the PNHS board 

members on April 10, 2026. A motion was made by Pat Smith, seconded by Gloria 

Guidera and approved by board members present, constituting a quorum of officers 

and trustees. The report will be filed for audit. Although the treasurer’s reports are 

emailed to the PNHS Board members only, President Rachel Cobb stated that 

members of the PNHS have the right to access the Treasurer’s reports by sending a 

request to Rachel.  

Passing of PNHS member: Rachel C. announced the passing of James (Jim) Robbins on 

March 30, 2026. As a member of the PNHS, Jim was involved from the time the 

building was purchased, volunteering his time to make improvements and 

renovations. His family has designated the PN Historical Society as a recipient of 

donations in his honor. 

Monetary Donations: Faye Hickman, Treasurer, reported the receipt of $340.00 from 

five individuals. The final payment of $00.48 from the settlement of Ethalinda 

Blackman estate was received and deposited. The estate is now complete, and no 

additional money will be transacted from the estate account.  

 



Committee Reports:     

Membership: Virginia Campbell, chairperson, reported total membership for 2026 is 

sixty (60) members.  

 

Correspondence:   

Rachel Cobb requested Gloria Guidera send a thank you letter to the Dividing Creek 

Historical Society. Also, a thank you card was mailed to A. Douglas for the scrapbook 

and items donated to the historical society. A sympathy card was sent to the family of 

James (Jim) Robbins.  

 

Collections: Pat Smith reported a scroll calendar was donated by Neal Owens.  

Dr. Cadmus Hull presented a signed copy of his memoir book, A White Picket Fence: 

Lessons to Learn on the Road to Success, during his visit to the building on the day 

Rachel C. photographed him for his Legends portrait. She  suggested hosting a group 

discussion with PNHS Legends O’Connell Brown, Dr. Cadmus Hull, and John 

Maddox.  

 

President’s Report: 

 

Cookbooks: Rachel C. has contacted the printer to provide an estimate for a third 

printing of the Seafood Cookbook. She suggested the historical society place a full 

page ad in the back of the cookbook. Bivalve Packing may support placing another ad 

with updated information. The first copies of the seafood cookbook were printed in 

May 2015, with a second printing in August 2015.  

 

Commercial Township School Graduation: A participation letter was received from the 

school district asking for the historical society sponsorship of an eighth grade 

graduation award at the ceremonies on June 18, 2026. A motion to sponsor a $50.00 

cash award, a certificate, and a PNHS cap  to both a male and female student was 

made by Faye Hickman, seconded by Virginia Campbell. Joyce Massey will attend the 

township graduation program with Rachel Cobb. 

 

Timeline: At the May meeting Rachel C. will present the Timeline of the 1920’s for 

review for accurate facts and dates.  

 

Legends 2026:  

Mary Linda Lacotte stated one hundred thirty seven (137) adults, (1) child and (2) 

toddlers (no charge) have paid  to attend the Legends Awards. On Thursday, April 

16th, a work session has been scheduled at 10:00 a.m. to assemble the chance bags. 

The NJ Motorsports Park once again has allowed members to set up on Friday 

afternoon, April 17th , at 1:00pm. Gayle Penven accompanied Faye Hickman and 

Virginia Campbell to purchase items for the charity drawing baskets, using a gift card 



donated by Thrivent. Twenty bunches of tulips for the table centerpieces were ordered 

from Van Dyk’s in Millville.  

 

Virginia Campbell stated that all items for the chance theme bags/merchandise have 

been sorted and organized into themes. A list of all items in each bag should be 

compiled when bags are assembled on Thursday. Mary Linda Lacotte will print cards 

of the listings to be attached to each bag.  

 

Memorial Day Picnic: Eileen Wiggins, President of the Mauricetown Historical Society, 

has extended an invitation to PNHS members to join the MHS for a picnic on Memorial 

Day. It was commented that the two societies, both located in Commercial Township, 

should support each other’s activities. Rachel will contact Eileen W. for additional 

information. 

 

Building Open Hours: Rachel Cobb asked for input to determine specific days the PNHS 

building would be open for public visitation hours. The following dates and times were 

scheduled:  

         Sunday (April 20th )   - 11:00am to 2:00pm 

         Second Friday ( Mary 2nd)  at Bayshore – 2:00pm to 5:00pm 

         Third  Sunday ( Mary 17th) Coordinate with Mauricetown Historical Society’s 

                  headquarters  visitation hours 

It was suggested to provide name tags for volunteers to wear during public events.  

 

Fundraiser: Community Yard Sale/Flea Market 

The historical society would rent out ten (10) foot spaces to individuals with fee 

charges to PNHS members $25.00, public $35.00. Rita Hoffman will allow for the use 

of the adjoining property to use for additional space if needed. 

Judy Donohue stated  Commercial Township has no ordinance requiring a permit. 

The yard sale activity is covered under the current insurance policy, no waiver needed. 

Based on the number of participants and visitors, a Porta-potty will need to be rented. 

Tentative date is September 26, 2026; it will be decided whether to schedule a rain 

date. Rachel’s sister will assist with the organization and planning of the event. 

 

Sign for Building: Email received from Ray O’Brien stated that his son, Patrick O’Brien, 

is still interested in fabricating a sign for the building. The project is on hold due to 

work orders and a family health issue. 

 

Ring Camera and Smoke Detectors – Rachel C. and Alyssa M. will install after the meeting. 

 

PNHS Canvas: Rachel Cobb has ordered a  totable canvas logo ($20.00) to be used at the Legends 

Awards. It will temporarily be affixed to the podium with command strips. Steve Moore drew the 

original  logo, which  was modified, incorporating Chile McConnell’s art. 

 



Comments/Suggestions/Announcements:     

Dean Berry noted the Port Norris Fire Company served 827 dinners at their recent 

Oyster and Ham fundraiser. There will be no reserved seating for dinners in the 

future; seating will be on a first come, first served basis. 

 

Mary Linda Lacotte announced the film, “The Paradox of Seabrook” will be shown at 

Bayshore on Wednesday afternoon, May 12th .  

 

Rachel Cobb adjourned the meeting at 7:36 pm.  

  

The next meeting of the PNHS will be held on May 13, 2026, at 6:30p.m.  

   

Mary Linda Lacotte,   

Recording Secretary     

 

Correction: April 14, 2026  

Correspondence: Rachel Cobb asked Gloria Guidera to send a thank you note to the 

Dividing Creek Historical Society. A letter will be sent by Rachel Cobb, extending  

them a one-year complimentary membership in appreciation for their generous 

donation.  

 

                                                                                                                     


