The Port Norris Historical Society
Monthly Meeting
May 12, 2026

Members Present: E. Bernhardt, D. Berry, R. Berry, V. Campbell, R. Cobb, J.
Elwell, B. Hall, F. Hickman, C. Hull, S. Hull, M.L. Lacotte, J. Maddox,
J. Massey, P. Smith, R.A. Smith.

Newly Honored Legends: President Rachel Cobb welcomed Dr. Cadmus Hull and his
wife, Sylvia Hull, to our May meeting. Dr. Hull thanked the historical society for the
nomination and honor as a Living Legend of the Port Norris Historical Society.

April Meeting: The regular meeting of the Port Norris Historical Society was held on
Tuesday, May 12, 2026, commencing at 6:34 p.m., with President, Rachel Cobb, being
in the chair, and the Secretary being present.

Review of Minutes: The April minutes and the agenda for the May 2026 meeting were
emailed to members on May 12, 2026. A motion to approve the minutes of the April
2026 meeting was made by Joyce Massey, seconded by John Maddox, and
unanimously approved by members present.

Treasurer’s Report: The April 2026 Treasurer’s report was emailed to the PNHS board
members on May 8, 2026. A motion was made by Dean Berry, seconded by Virginia
Campbell and approved by board members present, constituting a quorum of officers
and trustees. The report will be filed for audit.

Monetary Donations: Faye Hickman, Treasurer, reported a total receipt of donations
totaling $ 440.00. In addition, Pat Cavender recently donated $350.00. A $100.00
donation was made in honor of Thelma Barnes Weems by a relative who was unable
to attend the 2026 Legends awards.

Collections: The items listed below were donated by local residents:

Pat Bradway- * Bound copies of the Advertiser Press, a local newspaper printed in
Port Norris ( Years 1936, 1937, 1941-1942.,1942-1943, 1956-1957)
* New Jersey Atlas of Cumberland County 1876
* 1974 Port Norris Centennial Parade video
* Walt Bradway’s mothers’ wedding certificate and army papers
* Photos - The Supreme Council of the House of Jacob

The Bivalve Methodist Episcopal Church
* Painted wooden cut-outs of the Brick School, the Seashell
Restaurant, Port Norris Bank, K of P Hall, and the old school

* Maurice River Cove Oysters




Rita Hoffman — hand made dresses, which belonged to a friend of Liz Hoffman, and
had been stored at the funeral home.

Marcy (Dean Berry’s daughter) - A 1983 winter scene painting by local artist, Glenn
Rudderow.

Dick Smith - old flags; ideas of how to display the flags, including a banner with 13
stars and a boy scout flag for the 250t celebration.

Rachel Cobb noted the historical society now has paintings by three local artists,
Chilie McConnell (3), Belva Prycl (2), Glenn Rudderow (1)

Dr. Hull mentioned there was a curved pipe at the Bivalve Methodist Church with
fresh water running continuously. He recalled going there as a child to get water and
carry the buckets home.

Committee Reports:

Membership: Virginia Campbell, chairperson, reported total membership for 2026 is
sixty-four (64) members.

Correspondence: There was no correspondence reported.

President’s Report:

Fire Extinquishers: Dean Berry reported the fire extinquishers were inspected, which

is a yearly requirement. A knock box ($50.00) was ordered for the back door for
emergency use only.

Postage stamps: Rachel C. stated that on July 12th postage stamps will increase to
$0.82 each. Virginia Campbell made a motion to purchase enough stamps to cover
two years’ postage for the Legends invitations and correspondence. The motion was
seconded by Joyce Massey and unanimously approved.

RSVP Luncheon: The Cumberland County Office on Aging is hosting a luncheon to
recognize retired and senior volunteers of organizations in Cumberland County on
May 20, 2026, at the Eastlyn Golf Course. A date for new members to register as with
the RSVP will be announced.

Legends 2026: A suggested date of April 17, 2026, was agreed for the 2027 Legends
Awards program at the Officers’ Club, New Jersey Motorsports Park. Mary Linda
Lacotte will contact the catering department for confirmation of the date. Rachel C.
announced all the 2026 Legends photos and videos are up on the website.



Building Open Hours: Rachel Cobb reported the PNHS building would be open for public
visitation hours. The following dates and times were scheduled:

Second Friday ( Mary 2nd) at Bayshore — 2:00pm to 5:00pm Rita Hoffman came
with the dresses; Dean Berry’s daughter came with the painting. Afterwards, the
volunteers attended the Second Friday at Bayshore. Ron McBride gave a special
blessing in honor of a young man, Troy Nathaniel Ingram, a shipmate and
deckhand on the AJ Meerwald, and was tragically killed in Georgia. The crew of
the ship rang the bell for Troy.

Ron McBride rang the bell in memory of his father and shared the personal
story of the day his father was lost at sea. The family gave permission for Rachel
to record and share the family’s story.

Third Sunday ( Mary 17th) Coordinate with Mauricetown Historical Society’s
headquarters visitation hours. Faye H., Rachel C. and Mary Linda L. are
scheduled to volunteer from 1:00pm — 4:00pm.

Memorial Day Picnic: Eileen Wiggins, President of the Mauricetown Historical Society,
has extended an invitation to PNHS members to join the MHS for a picnic on
Memorial Day from 2:00pm — 5:00pm. All residents of Mauricetown are invited to the
potluck lunch. Please let Rachel know if members can attend.

Veterans Park: A brief program will be held at the Veteran’s Memorial Park on Sunday,
May 24t at 6:30pm. A wreath will be presented during the program honoring all
veterans.

Fundraiser: Community Yard Sale/Flea Market

Dates for a possible yard sale fundraiser were discussed. The last weekend in
September (26t and 27t) would conflict with the Greenwich Faire. Labor Day
weekend was suggested and confirmed with hours of 9:00am — 2:00 pm.

The historical society would rent out ten (10) foot spaces to individuals with fee
charges to PNHS members $25.00, public $35.00. Rita Hoffman will allow for the use
of the adjoining property to use for additional space if needed. A Porta-potty will be a
cost to the society. It was suggested to contact food trucks. Rachel has a suggested
registration form.

Commercial Township End of Summer Fun Day: The last Saturday, August 29th, at the ball
field, a fun afternoon for children.

Commercial Township School Graduation: June 18, 2026, is the date for the township
eighth grade graduation. A $50.00 cash award, a certificate, and a PNHS cap to both



a male and female student will be presented. Joyce Massey will attend the township
graduation program with Rachel Cobb. Student names will be forwarded a few days
prior to the graduation.

Hand-outs: Rachel C. has a copy of a blank family tree which can be used as hand-
outs.

Timeline: Rachel C. presented the Timeline of the 1920’s for review for accurate facts
and dates. Members are to review and add facts for the 1930’3 and 1940’s, including
additional information regarding the schools in the township.

Membership: Following a brief discussion, it was decided to include a one year
individual membership for any one who donates a general fund of $50.00 or more to
the society, memorial donations excluded. A motion was made by Joyce Massey,
seconded by Virginia Campbell with unanimous approval.

Security system: The old system will expire on June 6, 2026, and ADT does not want the
old equipment returned. The motion detectors are installed; sensors are on the doors.
The doors will buzz when opened. The security system is on an app. Four cameras will
be installed and linked with the ring camera and smoke detectors.

Comments/Suggestions/Announcements:
Rachel Cobb adjourned the meeting at 8:07 pm.
The next meeting of the PNHS will be held on June 9, 2026, at 6:30p.m.

Mary Linda Lacotte,
Recording Secretary



