
                            The Port Norris Historical Society    
                                                 Monthly Meeting     
                                                June 9, 2026    
    
Members Present: E. Bernhardt, D. Berry, R. Berry, V. Campbell, R. Cobb,  
G. Guidera, B. Hall, F. Hickman, F. Jamison,  M.L. Lacotte, Jn. Lore, Jyc. Lore, 
J. Massey, B. Moore, D. Pettit, P. Smith.   
  
Rachel Cobb read the inscription of the newly installed plaque placed near the large 
ship’s steering wheel in memory of Thomas K “Tommy” Reeves. Rachel asked for a  
moment of silence to honor Tommy Reeves, who passed away in May 2026. 

June  Meeting: The regular meeting of the Port Norris Historical Society was held on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2026, commencing at 6:37 p.m., with President, Rachel Cobb, being 
in the chair, and the Secretary being present.   
    
Review of Minutes:  The May minutes and the agenda for the June 2026 meeting were 
emailed to members on June 9, 2026. A motion to approve the minutes of the May   
2026 meeting was made by Faye Hickman, seconded by Joyce Massey, and 
unanimously approved by members present.   
    
Treasurer’s Report: The May 2026 Treasurer’s report was emailed to the PNHS board 
members on June 5, 2026. In answer to a question regarding the disbursement of 
$106.62, this was the annual fee for the Ring camera system. There are four security 
cameras and a smoke detector connected to Wi-F and installed in the building. The 
newly installed security system and a one year annual fee were paid in May. A motion 
was made by Donna Pettit, seconded by Gloria Guidera, and approved by board 
members present, constituting a quorum of officers and trustees. The report will be 
filed for audit.  

Monetary Donations: Faye Hickman, Treasurer, reported a receipt of a donation by 
Scott Sheppard in the amount of $ 200.00 in memory of Arthur “Butts” Sheppard and 
Thomas Reeves . 

Committee Reports:      
Membership: Virginia Campbell, chairperson, reported total membership for 2026 is 
sixty-five (65) members.   

Correspondence:  Gloria Guidera stated all correspondence for sponsorships of the 
RSVP luncheon was mailed. She read a letter of appreciation from Robert Wilson, 



Cumberland County Office on Aging, for our donation of historical society items for 
the luncheon’s prizes. 
Rachel Cobb and Faye Hickman informed the members of the County Office on Aging 
VP program. This year’s RSVP luncheon for volunteers of county organizations was 
attended  by  members of the PNHS. At the luncheon, Cynthia Tawes, Director of the 
Commercial Township Senior Center, was recognized as the Cumberland County 
Volunteer of the Year. Two of her senior volunteers received special recognition.    
R. Wilson expressed a desire to visit the historical society to register other members 
for the program. Rachel C. expressed appreciation to Faye H. for continuing to record 
number of individual volunteer hours. 

Collections:  The items listed below were donated by local residents: 
                                    * Newspaper article about the Port Norris Post Office (PNHS building)
  Dick Smith -           * Burlap cover for a wooden oyster barrel
  Joanne Hickman - * Irwin Hickman’s photo as a boy scout, handmade wooden paddle, 
                                  *  Boy scout uniform and backpack with  canteen, compass ,baseball 
uniform, 
                                  *  Bag of newspaper clippings, photos of A.J. Meerwald coming to Port 
Norris.

Legends: Mary Linda Lacotte stated the Legends Awards 2027 date has been confirmed 
for Saturday, April 17, 2027, at the NJ Motorsports Park from 12:00 noon 4:00 pm.

President’s Report:  
Memorial Day Picnic: Some members attended the picnic of the Mauricetown Historical 
Society picnic and noted positive feedback. 

Commercial Township School Graduation:  Thursday, June 18, 2026. Joyce Massey 
will attend with Rachel Cobb to present a male and a female student with a cash 
donation and historical society items. 

Fundraiser: Community Yard Sale/Flea Market: Rachel C. stated she will not have time 
for the public relations materials to be publicized in time for the proposed yard sale in 
September. Dates for a yard sale in September 2027 will be discussed at a future 
meeting. Suggestions for set-up, vendors, crafters, food trucks and rental space fees 
will be discussed. 

The historical society can join the Commercial Township yard sale in October. There 
are no fees charged for set-up.  



Building Open Hours: Rachel Cobb reminded members the building will be open on the 
third Sunday of June 16th,  Father’s Day, 1:00pm - 4:00 pm. A recorded story time will 
take place from 2:00pm – 3:00pm for anyone willing to share stories and memories 
about Port Norris. V. Campbell will be the docent, and R. Berrywill volunteer to assist. 

Dean Berry announced the Port Norris Fire Company’s Oyster Dinner is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 25, 2026. He suggested having the museum open that same day. 
          
New safe: A new safe was purchased for important historical society documents to be 
secured/protected from fire and theft. The old safe in the building is locked and 
unable to be opened. A locksmith is scheduled for Wednesday, June 10th to fix the 
safe so it cannot be locked. 
Joanne Hickman has donated a safe from the Reeves and Reeves Company. 
 Dick Smith volunteered to contact the Commercial Township Maintenance 
department to assist with moving the safe. 

Meeting Dates: There is no meeting scheduled for the month of July 2026.           

August 11, 2026 – Ice Cream Social at the meeting. It was suggested to invite          
the Mauricetown Historical Society; Rachel C. will contact the society’s president, 
Eileen Wiggins.  

Flags Display: Flags and patriotic items are displayed in the museum windows. 
Buntings were hung on the front windows.  

Bank Account: Rachel C. and Faye H. are in the process of opening a second bank 
account, signing documents, etc.. 

Comments/Suggestions/Announcements:      

A motion was made by Joyce Massey and seconded my Donna Pettit to adjourn the 
meeting; Rachel Cobb adjourned the meeting at 7:27 pm.   
   
The next meeting of the PNHS will be held on August 11, 2026, at 6:30p.m.   
    
Mary Linda Lacotte,    
Recording Secretary      
  
                                                                                                                      


