
                            The Port Norris Historical Society 

                                               Monthly Meeting  
                                           September 9, 2025 
 
Members Present: E. Bernhardt, R. Berry, D. Berry, R. Cobb, J. Donohue, J. Elwell, G. 

Guidera, F. Hickman, M.L. Lacotte, J. (Morris) Lore, J. Lore, J. Massey, G. Penven, D. 
Pettit, P. Smith, R. Smith, A. Worley-Martinez 
Mauricetown Historical Society: B. Moore, J. Moore, J. Waddington, N. Garcia 

Guests: R. Rhubart, W. Kunkle Sponsors: S. Fleetwood, M. Vizzard, R. O’Brien 

 
June  Meeting: The regular meeting of the Port Norris Historical Society was held 

Tuesday, September 9, 2025, commencing at 6:00 p.m., with President, Rachel Cobb, 
being in the chair, and the Secretary being present. 
  
Review of Minutes:  The August 2025 minutes and the agenda of the September 2025 

meeting were emailed to members on September 9, 2025. With a correction to page 1, 

line 6, Collections paragraph, “Steiff” bears, a motion to approve the corrected August 

2025 minutes was made by Gloria Guidera, seconded by Joyce Massey, and 

unanimously approved by members present. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: The August 2025 Treasurer’s report was emailed to the PNHS 

Board members on September 4, 2025. Pat Smith motioned to accept the report,  

seconded by Eileen Bernhardt. The motion, approved by Board members present, will 

be filed for audit. 

Committee Reports:   
President Rachel Cobb dispensed with committee reports during the September 
meeting to allow additional time for the Ice-cream social.  
 
Acknowledgements:  President Rachel Cobb gave a brief overview of the Port Norris 

Historical Society building from the time of purchase thirteen years ago from John 
Laws to its present day status. Since that transaction, the members of the historical 
society have been sponsoring numerous fundraisers, including the soup dinners, to 
make major improvements to the building. Creative campaigns to raise money for new 
windows, and to purchase cans of paint for the outside of the building contributed to 
the funds for these large projects. Both upstairs and downstairs rooms have been 
renovated, with the backroom recently finished in April of 2025.. Rachel C. 
acknowledged the generous monetary donations from the Ethalinda Blackman estate 
to help with major renovations.  
 
Two members, Dick Smith and the late John Hickman were instrumental in the 
completion of the major projects over the past thirteen years. Heating, air-
conditioning, ADA bathroom, attic insulated, new roof, new electrical wiring, and 
repairs to floors and walls are many of the renovations to date. A matching grant was 
received to remove the lead paint. The front doors are original and were stripped by 
Rachel Cobb and her father, Norman Cobb. 



Rachel Cobb stated the school area in the middle room upstairs has a school desk 
from the Brown School, a chalk board from one of the schools, and a Port Norris 
School oak library card catalog with question and answer activities in the drawers. 
The PNHS Legends has a special designated area in the front room upstairs, depicting 
all honored Legends and their place in the history of the community. In the back room 
downstairs are two doors from the Port Norris Methodist Church, used as backdrops 
for displays.        
 
Rachel C. noted that Dick Smith has donated most of the items in our collections; 
Charles Moore Jr. has also gifted many of his family’s possessions.  
She mentioned the displays and signage within the building are not complete, it is an 
ongoing project. We now have reached a point in telling the Port Norris Story using our 
collections as part of its history. Rachel stated she would like to have small gatherings 
of local people to record their stories to include in our oral histories.  
 
A moment of silence was requested  in memory and honor for those affected by 
September 11th. 
 
Sam Ricci and Rachel Cobb personally thanked the committee for their work in 
preparing for the social and unofficial open house. Committee members are Rachel 
Cobb, Faye Hickman, Pat Smith, Gloria Guidera, Roseann Smith, Mary Linda Lacotte, 
Judy Donohue, and Robin Berry. On behalf of all PNHS members, Mary Linda Lacotte 
presented two gift cards to Rachel Cobb in appreciation for all the time and effort 
Rachel devoted to preparing the building for its opening. Without her talent and 
visions, the building would not have the museum quality presence in the displays and 
signage. 
  
Comments/Suggestions/Announcements:   
 
Rachel Cobb announced she will present a program at the Bayshore Discovery 
Museum in Bivalve on October 8th at 2:00pm. Her talk will feature photographs in 
both her collections and those of her late uncle, Samuel Cobb, a resident of Port 
Norris. 
 
On the agenda for the October meeting will be the Soup dinner and the 2026 Legends.  
Rachel would like to have speakers at future events. Suggestions for programs are 
welcomed.  
 
Please see Judy Donohue who has three new, never used shower chairs to share.  
 
An ice cream social followed the meeting, with members of the Mauricetown Historical 
Society invited to attend. Dick Smith also extended an invitation to our sponsors. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Gloria Guidera, seconded by Joyce 
Massey. With unanimous approval, the meeting ended at 6:21p.m. The next meeting 
of the PNHS will be held on October 14, 2025, at 6:30p.m 
 



 
Mary Linda Lacotte, 
Recording Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


