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The New Jersey Agricultural Society, the oldest agricultural
organization in the nation, will host its annual gala, “Spring in the
Garden State,” on Friday at the Forsgate Country Club in Monroe.

The gala, open to the public and slated to begin at 6 p.m., supports
three key society programs: New Jersey Farmers Against Hunger,
Learning Through Gardening, and the New Jersey Agricultural
Leadership Development Program.

The society strives to enhance and preserve the state’s agriculture,
farming and related activities and businesses through educational,
informational and promotional programs.

“The gala brings us together in celebration of our award recipients
and programs,” said Kristina Guttadora, executive director of NJAS
and director of the Farmers Against Hunger program.

“The gala provides significant funding to support the oversight and
development of these programs,” she added. “As our programs
grow, it becomes very important for us to have the funding to
expand and help meet the needs of the recipients of our programs.
These programs are helping to educate the public about agriculture
and providing valuable services to the community.”

More than 250 people attended last year’s gala, which raised
approximately $9,000. Guttadora hopes that amount will climb to
$20,000.

Local residents, teachers and farms have been tapped this year by
society trustees and members and selected by the trustees’ board
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to receive various awards.

James E. Johnson of Hopewell Township has earned the
organization’s Gold Medallion Award for his lifelong service to the
New Jersey agricultural industry.

Ewing resident, Joni Elliott, will receive the President’s Award
because of her work with agricultural groups statewide throughout
her career and through the years, coordinated with other
agricultural organizations to help launch the society’s three
programs: New Jersey Farmers Against Hunger, Learning Through
Gardening and the New Jersey Agricultural Leadership
Development Program.

Capaldi Farms in Port Norris, Cumberland County, and Holtzhauser
Farms in Mullica Hill, Gloucester County, have been recognized for
having been owned and operated within the same family for 100
years. The distinction has earned them the Century Farm Award.
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