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The Past for
the Future
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Special Guest
Barney Hollinger Sr.
He will share a story
with us at the begining
of our meeting.

The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

Current Happenings:
PNHS Next meeting: September 12, 2017
7:00 pm • 1723 Main Street

The A. J. Meerwald
A interview with Captain Jesse Briggs
Come Sailing on the A. J. Meerwald with us
on Saturday, October 7. It is a fund raising sail for
the Port Norris Historical Society. Tickets are limited so
hurry to get your tickets. Tickets are $35. each. It is a tax
deductible donation. We board at 12:30 pm in Bivalve and
set sail at 1:00 pm. We return back to the docks at 3:30
pm. It will be a lovely afternoon. Please join us! The
money raised will help us continue the renovations on
our building. We appreciate everyone’s support.
To get your tickets Click Here.
The history of the A.J. Meerwald has been told and can be read at
this link. Click Here.

Rachel Cobb

Today the schooner sails throughout the sailing season from various
ports. Of course we hope you come sailing with us October 7, but
they offer many sails and you can check out all the opportunities and
how you can help support the A.J. Meerwald. Read More.

Captain Jesse Briggs and Volunteer Tom Nichols

I sat down with Captain Jesse Briggs one afternoon to ask a few
questions about his experience as the Captain of the A.J. Meerwald
today. Here are a few of those questions and answers.

Q. How long have you been the captain of the Meerwald?
A. I first came here in 1997 and did a full season, then I left for 4 years. I came back in the fall of 2001, but came back doing
the design and building of our floating dock. Then in 2003 the captain we had at the time, decided to go on to other things
and so I became the captain. Now and then we would have a different captain but I would always be second captain.
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Rachel Cobb

A.J. Meerwald at sail.

Q. You said each year you have a new crew. Are they a paid
crew or volunteer?
A. It is a mix. We carry enough paid crew to run our programs,
but we love having our volunteers. So we have some crew like
Tom Nichols, who has been with us about 11 years. We have
others that are invaluable as well, because they allow us to give
more crew time off.They get more of a break. It’s a long season.
Q. Are you still hiring for this season? How many in the crew?
Who cooks?
A. Yes, we are still hiring. We have about 10 crew members. We
do have a full time cook and if it is that person’s day off, some
one else will cook. Sometimes our volunteers will bring us meals
or invite us to their home.
Q. What is your longest stretch out, how many nights out?
A. We do some week long programs and can be out for 10
days. This fall we will have the Chesapeake Great Schooner Race
and we will be gone 10-12 days. It looks like we are going to
Cape Charles this year for the first time.
Q. How long is your sailing season?
A. The new crew starts the first of April and we have a couple
of weeks of sail training and the middle of April we head
towards Philly, Burlington, Camden and Trenton for 3 weeks
in the upper part of the river doing educational programs and
public sails. Then we come back to Bivalve usually by the middle
of May. We wrap up in October.
Q. Do you have a favorite port?
A. Cape May is one, and I like Bivalve too. I like sailing in the
river with the idea of all the history and imagining what it would
be like if all those boats were out there today. We also spend
time in Liberty State Park, we like sailing there because we go
right by the Statue of Liberty. We get a good breeze up there,
and there are several other traditional schooners up there and
we get to sail around them. That is kind of fun too. There is a lot
of river traffic, like city traffic and can get hectic. Then we go up
to Alpine, which is right across from Yonkers and the Palisades. It

is absolutely gorgeous there. It is one of
my favorites, it gives us a chance to relax
a little after New York Harbor.
Q. Is there a difficult part to taking
care of such a historic boat? What is
the proper term, a boat or ship or just
schooner?
A. I think it is easiest to use the word
schooner, we are on that cusp between
boat and ship. I am okay with either
one as long as you come sailing with us.
There is a lot of responsibility and a lot
of hard work, upkeep, crew management,
hiring. We do have other staff that helps
a lot with some of the other things. The
hardest part is getting the word out to
get people to come sailing with us. We
get a fairly large number of repeat customers, it’s getting them
for their first sail. We have one group up in Liberty State Park
that has been sailing with us for 11 years.
Q. Has there been a best experience of all time?
A. The Tall Ships out of Philly is nice and outside of just meeting
and greeting people we got to see the Beluga Whale when it was
swimming up the Delaware River 10 or 11 years ago. We also
go down to the Chesapeake Bay for a couple events, a schooner
race and then Chestertown, MD for down rigging event. We
look forward to those each year. Of course we look forward to
being in Bivalve, it’s home.
Q. How about the weather, must be easier today?
A. We try to keep a close watch and with all the modern
technologies we watch the radar real time tracking storms and
things. We try to not get customers sea sick so if it is rougher
weather like in Cape May there is enough room in the harbor to
have a good sail.
Q. How is the Meerwald funded? I know it is a lot of maintenance.
A. It’s a combination of things, it is fund raising and grants,
membership dues, ticket sales. The work our volunteers do over
the winter also saves us money.
Q. Anything else you would like to share?
A. Just getting the word out to get people to come sail and it’s
been hard with the school districts for field trips but we do have
some sources of funding. It’s one reason the Meerwald travels to
reach more people. In Bristol we have a school where the kids
can walk to us. Just getting the word out there. Come sail.
Q. Are we going to have a beautiful day just like today when the
PNHS sails on October 7?
A. Maybe a tad more breeze would be good but yes. And we
enjoy being able to partner with all not for profits.
Thank you Jesse for your time, I know how busy you are. The
Port Norris Historical Society is looking forward to our sail.
– Rachel Cobb
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Reknown Sailmaker
Edward Bailey Cobb

New Websites

Ed’s story as best as I can
tell starts on Cobb Street.
The 2 brown houses on
Cobb street that still
stand where owned by
2 Cobb brothers, my great
grandpop Joshua Cobb
and his brother William
L. Cobb. William Cobb
Married Mary Bailey of the
Baileytown Bailey’s. And it
would make sense to say that he was born there.
Ed was number 3 of 11 children.

The Mauricetown Historical Society.
Offering regular tours and events. Preserving and
perpetuating the unique quality of life and the colorful
history of the villages of Commercial Township (NJ)
that border the Maurice River.
mauricetownhistoricalsociety.org

b. November 11, 1872 – d. May 20, 1956

Tis the season! Our friends and neighbors have new
websites. All worth taking time to check them out.

In 1880, Robert E. Magee came to Port Norris to
work in the sail loft owned by James Mulvey. He
had learned the sail making trade at the arsenal at
Philadelphia making tents for the Army. One of his
apprentices at the sail loft at Bivalve was Ed Cobb,
as we know he later owned and operated this loft for
many years.
Ed was recognized as a Legend of Port Norris on
November 10, 2013. His full story is on the website.
Read More

New Interactive Map

Discover Delaware Bay has a new
Interactive Guide to find and learn about
Delaware Bay attractions.
Check it out!

The Maurice River. A River Tour Of The Wild
And Scenic Region. Created by Leslie M. Ficcaglia of
Minnamuska Creek Studio. If you are not aware of
all the opportunities on the Maurice River, this is
a excellent resource. As a bonus, you get to enjoy
many of Leslie’s paintings. of the river area as well.
Take the time to take a look.
mauriceriver.igc.org
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Port Norris Pickings August 18, 1888
The largest party that has left this place this season left Thursday morning on
the schooner “Elvina English,” Capt. Andrew Vail. There were upwards of fifty
persons in the party when she left the wharf for the boat race at Sea Breeze. The
wind was light and the destination was not reached until about 3 o’clock, but
although the start of the race was not witnessed the finish was seen. The schooner
“Deland” won the prize for that class of boats, and the sloop “Aness” won the
prize for sloops. A start was made for home about 6 o’clock. On the way down
the time was very pleasantly spent in games, singing, and other amusements.
The feature of the trip home was the beautiful song sung by Williard McDaniels,
entitled “There’s no Bird Like a Frog,” which was uproariously received by the
party. The following were among the party: Capt. Andrew Vail and wife, Louis
A. Andrews and wife, Theoph. Newcomb and wife, Chas. F. Whiteman and wife,
Mrs. Chas. Harris, Mrs. J O. Heritage, Mrs. Herbert James, of Philadelphia; Rev.
M. M. Finch, of Chester, Pa.; John Smith, of Washington, N.J.; J. Schamm, of
Millville; Miss Laura Vail, Miss B. H. Sharp, Mrs. G. Reed, Mrs. E. Reed, Mrs.
W. H. Berry, Williard McDaniels and wife, Lizzie Pashley, Frank Pepper, Willis
Shropshire, of Haleville; Samuel Robbins, Geo. Hollinger, Everett Hollinger,
Clarence Robbins, Walter Pashley, Hammit Robbins, Will Cobb, Priscilla Haley,
Ray Dillahey, W. Bailey, Marion Whiteman, Will Bateman, Howard Harris, and a
number of others.

SAVE THE DATE
Legends of Port Norris
Annual Fund raiser
Sunday, November 12, 2017
Ramada Inn,Vineland, NJ

2017 Legends will be
announced in September.
Ticket will be on sale soon.
$40.00 per person.

Membership and
Renew for 2017
We would love to add your name to
our growing list of members. Please
give some thought to joining the PNHS.
Membership fees are for
Individual - $10, Family - $15,
Benefactor - $50 and over, and
Student - $1 (no voting privileges)
and entitles you to discounts
on our merchandise.
Click here to renew or join,
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm
Or mail your check to: Port Norris
Historical Society, PO Box 187,
Port Norris, NJ 08349.
Thank you for your support.
Membership is key to applying for
grants as well as your dollars help us
continue with all of our endeavours.

See us on Facebook
and our website
historicportnorris.org
If you are getting this email from a friend
and would like to be added to our
list, please click here and we will add
you. If we received your email at one
of our events and you do not wish to
receive this newsletter, click here web@
historicportnorris.org, we will remove you
from the list. We do not sell or share your
email with anyone!

NORRIS ASKS

How many square feet of canvas sail does the
A.J. Meerwald have?
Everyone sailing on the schooner is invited to help the crew raise the 3,500 sq ft. canvas sail.
Please Note: Meeting dates and times are posted on the website each month along with the
approved minutes from the last meeting. Everyone is always welcome. Click ehere to view.
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Officers
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Richard Smith,Vice-President
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YOU CAN HELP US LIGHT UP OUR LIVES!
BUY A LIGHT CAMPAIGN!
SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES CLICK HERE

During our June 13th
meeting, working under the
new lights.

The electric is being done now and is moving quickly. You can be a part of this project. In our
main room we are adding 20 recessed lights and pendant lighting, along with a couple of ceiling
fans and track lighting for our display areas. We need everyone’s support. We will continue to
post new pictures as the work is done.
Each recessed light cost 45.00, complete. For anyone who can help buy a light we
will offer to add your name or honor someone on our donation page.
Visit the current donations page.
E-mail us at pnhs@historicportnorris.org for questions or help in making your donation.
Paypal buttons are on our website at http://historicportnorris.org/buy-lights.htm
If you prefer, you may send a check
Port Norris Historical Society, PO Box 187, Port Norris, NJ 08349
Donations are tax-deductible. Thank you for your continued support.

