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The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

Current Happenings:
PNHS Next meeting: December 12, 2017
7:00 pm • 1723 Main Street

10 Years Ago
This is the first public meeting transcribed from tape, as is.
Novemeber 13, 2007
Following a suggestion at a Port Norris Cemetery meeting, Liz
Hoffman invited a variety of people who had grown up in Port
Norris in the early 1900’s

Brown Street. The Nickelson family lived in half the house. Alvin
Nickelson was an oysterman. In the early 1900’s. Lee and Alma
Robbins lived on the corner across the street. The third corner
housed the Harry Webb family and on the fourth corner was a
smaller, newer house owned by Robert and Jane Adams. Edward
“Jellybean” Adams grew up in that home. Prior to the Adams’
there was a cement block operation run by Frank & Theresa
Damico.

Attending were (in alpha order): Alvina Nickelson Baum, Warren
“Barney” Berry, Lester Dagastine, Liz Hoffman, Warrington
“Barney” Hollinger, Rita Hoffman, Bill Horseman, Ed Horseman,
Jim Husband, Walt Kunkle, Doris Sheppard Moore, Mary Ella
Nickelson Morie, Bill Riggin. And Doris Corson Tomlinson
(Stepdaughter of Dr. Day)
Both Barney Hollinger and Doris Sheppard brought copies of a
map of Port Norris circa 1876. The homes that were shown on
that map were mostly not familiar to anyone present. It is known
that the house we were meeting in now, 2510 High Street, was
built by Sam & ------ Lake in 1891. Samuel Shinn had a store
on the Corner of High and Main. He built the Sharp House in
that location in 1882. David Hollinger’s house is now Mazzola’s
house and J. Hollinger owned the third house on Market Street.
According to Barney Hollinger, the Hand family owned a lot
of land at the end of Main Street known as “ The Peak of the
Moon” C.W. Hand sold to the Hollinger family. The Hollinger
Homestead is no longer standing.

This photo was taken at the first meeting on November 13, 2007 at the
Port Norris Fire Hall.

Dick Smith’s mother was formerly Jane Robbins. She was raised
in the house next to Hoffman’s Funeral Home. The house is now
an extension of business used as a showroom. Her father was
Henry Robbins(?) David Robbins……….
Doris Moore had another map
Jonas Wesley Adams, grandfather of Mary Ella and Alvina
Nickelson, built a double house on the corner of Church and

This photo was taken at our November 14, 2017 meeting at the
Port Norris Meeting Hall.
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Liz Hoffman said that she got a call about the Shinn Monument
in the GAR cemetery. They asked why it was in Port Norris and
why there was a monument to a soldier who was not an officer.
The monument is of Jacob C. Shinn who was an enlisted man in
the Civil War. He was a brother of Samuel Shinn. He is buried in
Haleyville Cemetery and it was speculated that he was the only
man from the area to be in the war. Perhaps his brother had some
influence. Some people may not know that the Grand Army of
the Republic was, in fact, a well organized Veterans group for the
benefit of the civil war vets. There were posts in many towns that
had civil wars veterans. Port Norris’ was Post #6.
Jim Husband lived on what is now North Avenue across from
the Methodist Church. The house is no longer standing. He had
a paper route in that end of town down Temperance Street. He
recalled the Hossicks(?) and Dare Peterson lived just across from
the Methodist Church. Other names he mentioned were: Dave
Dunham, Paul Garrison, the Lake family, Joe Compton, the
undertaker, and the Perrys.
Western Union office was by the railroad track. ( It was
impossible to tell the locations from the tape.) There was a
blacksmith shop on Main Street in 1905. The names Wilson and
Cantoni were mentioned in connection with that. According
to Doris Corson Tomlinson, there was a school in North Port
Norris on the corner of Sockwell Lane across from Garrisons.
Dr. Sharp had an office in back of the Baptist Church where Paul
Banks lives. Les Dagastine remembers walking his sister there at
night after she put a crochet hook through her hand.
E.J. Cook lived in the house where Flora Robbins now lives. He
was an oysterman and an officer in the Baptist Church.
Isaac Reeves had the second house from the RR track then Boyd
Fagan .It had a big wrap around porch and there was a huge
cellar for storing cranberries.
The Dagastines had a canning house in the 20s. They had a
theatre across from the bank. It was called the “New Joy” and
showed silent movies. Mary Harris played the piano. Later they
had records. It closed in 1932 or 1933.
On the corner of Main and Market Streets, there was an
American Store. It was a three story building with the Knights of
Pythius Hall on he second floor. Ted Turpin managed it for years
and later Robert DuBois. Port Norris High School put on their
plays there.
The building next to John Law’s was a store and there was a
Chevrolet Car Dealership in the building that now is Newcomb’s
market. On the vacant lot next door, there was a movie theatre in
the 1940s. Vic Hruza was a shoemaker. So much of the town is
gone.
Tasker Robbins lived in the house on High Street where Rita and
John Hoffman now live. The Buzby House is now Holly Manor.
Miss Buzby was the school principle. Barney Berry’s family
(Miller Berry) lived on Brown Street. Also Dave Berry and Reba
Berry. They had dairy cows. Barney says there were 13 children

and two parents. There was always food on the table.
Back on Main Street, Gertie Hand had a dry goods store before
Temperance Street. Kelberg’s store was on the corner opposite
the bank. Gertrude Nickelson Bailey lived there during the war
while Merle was in the Navy. Craig Bailey was a baby there. Gert
used to tie him to the radiator so he wouldn’t fall out the window.
Down the lane across the ditch was the Advertiser Press Building.
Barraclough’s published the paper. Bill Horseman woked there
as a young man. They were celebrating their 40th anniversary in
1946. Next on Main (going toward Temperance) was Godown’s
store, Garrison’s Café and the Pool Room. Mary Ella remembers
her uncle going to the pool room and sending her into the Sweet
Shoppe.
Discussed were the Rodeo/Circus at Peak of the Moon. An oxroast behind Newcomb’s store (now Dino’s). Back of Goldblatt’s,
there was a half-mile track behind the shucking houses. There
were 500 Chincotegue ponys. There was a Toby Tyler Tent show
near the firehouse. At Christmas, Santa came and rode the fire
truck giving out candy to the children.
Shellpile was once a self sufficient community with a theatre and
stores. Howad Sockwell had a wood business in Shellpile. Les
Dagastine chopped wood for him.
Someone asked about the bake shop. Joe Dagastine had a bake
shop in what had been the Bacon family’s double house where
Dagastine’s gas station was.
Dr. Austin Robbins had a dental office where the VFW was.
Frank Wheaton, Jr. bought the property. He was planning to
refurbish houses as an investment but that did not work out.
Someone asked about the Opera House. – decided that it must
have been the K of P hall. A picture of a tressle bridge was passed
around. Barney Hollingers son found it on the internet. No one
was able to identify it.
Les Dagastine remembers his Dad piling all the children in
a wagon and taking them across the river toward Dividing
Creek. He believed that crossing the river would rid the kids of
Whooping Cough.
Brown Street stopped at Dickie’s Ditch. There was a dump where
the fire house is now. On that end of Brown Street were Clyde
Phillips, Sophie Hunter, Court Smith, Ogden, Fenton & Sue
Anderson. Beside the bank was Almeda Owens.
Everyone tried to remember what was on Main Street.
Mentioned Pritchard’s Store, Chevie Garage, Feed Store, Barber
shop (now McLean’s Insurance), Pool Hall. Joe Biali’s, Ed Friswell
Plumbing. A&P, Gas Office sold appliances, Kelberg’s, Godown’s
Clothing Store and Tony Ogden’s Ice House. There were 39 stores,
(now 8), 2 markets, 18 grocery stores at one time, 3 car agencies,
Bank. Barney Berry’s grandfather and Joe Newcomb started a
bank and lost money. Fish store next to Dickie’s ditch.
Dick Smith brought three albums of old pictures that were of
interest to everyone.
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After the meeting, Barney Berry brought Liz a picture of Main Street as painted by
Barbara Adams. It will help to recreate how things were.
It was decided to have another meeting on July 17th. [2007]
End of the first meetings minutes.
Thank you for following us all on this journey. We have only begun. Please join
us in celebrating this milestone. Your continued support is most important in this
coming year as we continue our Meeting Hall renovations. Visit the website to be
part of our process. Thank you again. historicportnorris.org

Candlelight House Tour
December 9, 2017
A tour of festively decorated houses in Mauricetown. Many
residents open their homes and invite you to enjoy the oldtime spirit of Christmas. Food provided by the Port

Norris Historical Society will be available for
purchase at the fire house. $8.00 each meal.
Served will be a soup choice of Clam Chowder, vegetable
beef or tomato. A sandwich choice, tuna salad, ham salad or egg
salad. Hot and cold beverages included. Mauricetown Fire House
from 2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. The homes will be open from 3:00
until 7:00. There will be lots of vendors at the Crafts Fair at the
Mauricetown Fire Hall as well. Mauricetown Fire Hall 9544 Noble
Street. mauricetownhistoricalsociety.org/christmas.htm

Port Norris Pickings
November 21, 1888

Jack O’Brien has a novel idea of laying out oysters which is done by giving them
two tides and one after they are placed in the scow. This third tide, he says, has a
tendency to make the oyster retain the flesh it gains on the first two tides.

Membership and
Renew for 2018
We would love to add your name to
our growing list of members. Please
give some thought to joining the PNHS.
Membership fees are for
Individual - $10, Family - $15,
Benefactor - $50 and over, and
Student - $1 (no voting privileges)
and entitles you to discounts
on our merchandise.
Click here to renew or join,
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm
Or mail your check to: Port Norris
Historical Society, PO Box 187
Port Norris, NJ 08349.
Thank you for your support.
Membership is key to applying for
grants as well as your dollars help us
continue with all of our endeavours.

See us on Facebook
and our website
historicportnorris.org
If you are getting this email from a friend
and would like to be added to our
list, please click here and we will add
you. If we received your email at one
of our events and you do not wish to
receive this newsletter, click here web@
historicportnorris.org, we will remove you
from the list. We do not sell or share your
email with anyone!

NORRIS ASKS

Do you know where the first meeting of the Port Norris
Historical Society was held?
First public meeting was held at the Port Norris Fire Hall on November 13, 2007. A few private
meetings were held beforehand to organize this.
Please Note: Meeting dates and times are posted on the website each month along with the
approved minutes from the last meeting. Everyone is always welcome. Click ehere to view.
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Great Gift Idea
YOU CAN HELP US LIGHT UP OUR LIVES!
BUY A LIGHT CAMPAIGN!
SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES CLICK HERE
During our June 13th
meeting, working under
the new lights.

Our new light that once hung
on the Laws and Henderson
Building next door.
Thank you everyone.

The electric is being done now and is moving quickly. You can be a part of this project. In our
main room we are adding 20 recessed lights and pendant lighting, along with a couple of ceiling
fans and track lighting for our display areas. We need everyone’s support and will continue to post
new photos as the work is completed.
Each recessed light cost 45.00, complete. For anyone who can help buy a light we
will offer to add your name or honor someone on our donation page.
Visit the current donations page.
E-mail us at pnhs@historicportnorris.org for questions or help in making your donation.
Paypal buttons are on our website at http://historicportnorris.org/buy-lights.htm
If you prefer, you may send a check
Port Norris Historical Society, PO Box 187, Port Norris, NJ 08349
Donations are tax-deductible. Thank you for your continued support.

