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The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

Current Happenings:
PNHS Next meeting: October 10, 2017
7:00 pm • 1723 Main Street

2017
Port Norris Legends
Announced.
See Page 4.

A Lifetime of Oystering
A round table chat with Barney Hollinger Sr.

O

n September 12, we were pleased to have
as a guest Barney Hollinger, Sr. Barney
was one of our Legends who was recognized
in 2013. He is a lifelong resident of Port Norris.
He was invited to share some memories of
his life here and as an Oysterman. We had lots
of chuckles as the group participated in the
informal round table chat.
As a young teenage boy, Barney started
early in oystering. “ I was an oysterman parts of
my life, well when I think about it, I guess it has
been all of it” he said. There was no saying “No”
to work back then, you just worked. We are still
in the business. My sons run it now.
Watermen are faced with endless situations when they are
out on the water. They go out for a full week, Monday to Friday.
When storms do come up they have to make the decision to stay

and ride out the storm or head back. We rode
out many storms. Barney said that when it got
so bad you couldn’t keep the dredges on the
bottom, he knew it was time to head back. Only
once a crew member fell over board and they
were able to rescue him.
Rev. Ernest Barnes, who is also a Port
Norris Legend and a PNHS Trustee, joined
the conversation to tell us a little about his
experience. Barney and Rev. Barnes have been
long time friends.
Rev. Barnes was a shucker and known to
be the fastest in his day. He stated that most of
his people, a couple thousand or more (black
people) came up from south of New Jersey to work in the
oyster shucking houses and on the boats. His people came from
Seabridge County, just below Washington, D.C. Most of his people

Members exchanging memories with Barney at the September 12, meeting at the PNHS Meeting Hall.

PNHS September 2017
Rachel Cobb

A 1936 Diamond T Firetruck sits in the building next to our PNHS Meeting Hall. Barney has been part of the team from the Port Norris Fire Company
restoring this beautiful truck. It is used in parades and people come by to see it. In the photo with Barney is Ron DeHainaut who was part of the team
to get this beauty restored.

are now still in Baltimore. The Gross and Beachamp families came
from the other side of Maryland while a few families came from
further down South like Alabama and Georgia. Most came from
areas around Maryland.
Rev Barnes recalls Captain Joe Newcomb and Silas Hoffman’s
boats. Barney added that there were also workers from Delaware,
Virginia and there were local workers as well.
Rev.Barnes didn’t come to Port Norris until 1929 or 1930 with
his family. He was a young child. His family would come up to Port
Norris in the winter and go back to Maryland in the summer. So
he grew up with half city and half country life. He says he prefers
the country.
Barney was asked what it was like to go up the bay to plant
oysters. People would line the shores to watch the boats leave
under sail. Other members commented on how nice it would
have been to witness that sight. Only a few of those present saw
that first hand. Barney told us that when he went out there were
more than 140 boats at one time. Rev Barnes said that come
Friday night, most women had men on these boats so they would
gather and watch for them to return home.
They all watched for the J & E Riggin, the prettiest and fastest
boat on the river under sail. Sometimes they would race each
other home for fun.
The boats Barney used were the Joe Newcomb, Berry
Newcomb, HH Robbins and David Robbins. He had 4 or 5 boats.
Barney’s family is still in the oystering business and this year
they added a Skoal for growing oysters. It is a floating boat house
on the river off the docks of their oyster shed. It looks like large
floating barn but holds oysters – not hay.

Dagastine Transfer was known all over the United States for
transporting oysters, recalls Rev. Barnes. There were thousands
and thousands of oysters going out everyday. Mary Linda Lacotte
said that Dagastine Transfer shipped oysters from September to
April. Avis (Mule) Camper drove for them and went to Omaha,
Nebraska and back every week, making stops along the way. As
many as 25 truck loads would go out on a Saturday. They even
had to hire out for more trucks there was such a need to ship the
oysters. Many young people worked their first jobs with Dagatine
Transfer, Rev. Barnes said all 4 of his sons worked there. It was
hard work. They had to use hand trucks, moving wooden barrels
with burlap on the top, remove the burlap and re-ice every barrel.
There was a whole procedure.
Barney added that oysters where also shipped to the west
coast by train. They would ice up the train cars at every stop. Joyce
Massey also comments on when she was a little girl, she would
see the train coming twice a day to collect the oysters. Joyce
would run out across the field to watch it go by on the way to
Bivalve.
Chili McConnell, a local professional artist and sculptor from
Port Norris, painted an oyster boat for Barney’s Living room in
1928 when his house
was built. His Legend
photograph was taken
in front of it.
Visit his Legends page.
Thank you everyone
for attending and
participating.
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Port Norris Pickings August 30, 1889
A couple of our young men were out to see their best girls recently and upon
going home one exchanged hats with the man of the house and the other left his
vest. Of course they don’t want it to get in the NEWS but such things will get
out and if they would go home earlier they could take more time to look up their
wearing apparel.

September 29, 1889
The storm is still raging this morning but up to last night no serious damage had
been reported to our vessels. One boat got ashore and had to be towed off by the
tug and some others dragged their anchors but very little damage was done. It is
feared the oysters will be packed by the heavy winds and they may not be so fat
after so much rain, but we hope this will not be the case.

SAVE THE DATE
Legends of Port Norris
Annual Fund raiser
Sunday, November 12, 2017
Ramada Inn,Vineland, NJ

2017 Legends will be
announced in September.
Tickets NOW on Sale.
$40.00 per person.
See page 4 and visit our website
for full details. It will be a lovely
evening, please join us.

Membership and
Renew for 2017
We would love to add your name to
our growing list of members. Please
give some thought to joining the PNHS.
Membership fees are for
Individual - $10, Family - $15,
Benefactor - $50 and over, and
Student - $1 (no voting privileges)
and entitles you to discounts
on our merchandise.
Click here to renew or join,
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm
Or mail your check to: Port Norris
Historical Society, PO Box 187,
Port Norris, NJ 08349.
Thank you for your support.
Membership is key to applying for
grants as well as your dollars help us
continue with all of our endeavours.

See us on Facebook
and our website
historicportnorris.org
If you are getting this email from a friend
and would like to be added to our
list, please click here and we will add
you. If we received your email at one
of our events and you do not wish to
receive this newsletter, click here web@
historicportnorris.org, we will remove you
from the list. We do not sell or share your
email with anyone!

NORRIS ASKS

What year did the Port Norris Historical Society
get it start?
The first was on November 13, 2017.
Please Note: Meeting dates and times are posted on the website each month along with the
approved minutes from the last meeting. Everyone is always welcome. Click ehere to view.
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Legends of Port Norris Dinner

2017 Legends
to be Honored

Annual Fundraiser
Join Us

EARLY 20TH CENTURY
Emily Fowler Riggin

Program starts at 3:45
where: Ramada Inn Ballroom
2216 W Landis Avenue, Route 55, Exit 32A
Vineland, NJ 08360 (Ballroom entrance and parking around back)
price: $40.00 per person
Please RSVP by OCTOBER 31st (Firm Date)
Send dinner choice with payment to:
PNHS, PO Box 187, Port Norris, NJ 08349

Sunday, November 12, 2017

LATER 20TH CENTURY
Louis P. Dagastine • John Bradway
Rose Davis O’Brien &
Jane O’Brien Robbins
LIVING LEGENDS
Clyde Phillips • Dominick Capaldi

For questions call 856-785-1280
Chinese and Silent Auctions will take place during the dinner.
PNHS books and other items for sale. NO ALCOHOL SERVED

Legends of Port Norris Dinner RSVP
price :

$40.00 per person

Please RSVP by October 31st

(Firm Date)

Send dinner choice with payment to:
Check payable to Port Norris Historical Society
PNHS, PO Box 187, Port Norris, NJ 08349

NAME

EMAIL

(Use numerals if more than one person is choosing the same dinner.)

__ Chicken Continental
__ Pasta Primavera
__ Broiled Stuffed Flounder with Crabmeat
For full menu details visit
historicportnorris.org/legends-dinner.htm

ADDRESS

PHONE				

Please choose one dinner per person.

NUMBER ATTENDING

See historicportnorris.org/legends.htm for
more information.

