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The Past for  
the Future

The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our 
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY

MEETINGS Every Second Tuesday at 7:00 pm • 1723 Main Street 

A Special Gift 
A Portfolio of Schooners

The Port Norris Historical Society received a special donation 
from Ralph “Stu” Polhamus and his wife, Cathy. It is a 

collection of 11x14 black and white original prints, mainly 
of schooners, that were built at the Dorchester Shipyard. The 
photographer is unknown at this time. It is exciting to see the 
names of members and people we know on the bow of these 
ships. We will share more in future newsletters, but we start 
with the Schooner Mary Ella, named for one of our Living 
Legends, Mary Ella (Nickelson) Morie (see her Legends page), 
which was built by Captain Henry Nickelson and named for his 
granddaughter.
 The Mary Ella was 104 feet overall, 24 feet 10 inches 
wide with a 61/2 foot draft and carried a crew of 20 men with a 
stockload of 2000 bushels. She was built in 1925 and equipped 
with steel spars. The vessel was later sold out of state.
	 Mary	Ella	Morie	was	only	five	years	old	at	the	time	of	the	
ship’s christening and doesn’t remember much except that it was 
a beautiful day and she was too little to swing the bottle against 
the boat. In retrospect, she knows it was a great honor and wishes 
the ship were still sailing. She also told us that the Mary Ella 
and the Ethalinda Blackman were called sister ships, both being 
longer than other ships of the day.
See her Legends Page

The Best of 2018
2018 was a year of wonderful gifts of stories and 
photos that take us all back to those days gone by. 
The next pages are just quick highlights of a few 
treasures we shared over the past year. We hope you 
will	find	the	time	to	read	each	of	the	newsletters	that	
are avaliable online. Thank you for participating in 
sharing the past for the future. See all past newsletters
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Grandmom is Mary (Maria) Siciliano Dagastine with her dog Beauty 
taken in 1948 at the Dagastine homestead. 
Courtesy Mary Linda Lacotte

Women in History 

March is Women in History Month. At our March 13th 
meeting we asked members to share about strong women 

in their families. 

 Mary Linda Lacotte shared family photos and spoke about 
her grandmother, Maria Siciliano Dagastine, and her life as an 
immigrant coming to America and settling in Port Norris. 
 She was born in Italy in 1875, she married Pasquale 
Dagastine in Italy in 1893 and she immigrated to the US 
sometime around December 1900, arriving in January 1901. She 
could not speak any English. Uncle Tony, Antonio Dagastine, 
their	first	son	who	was	born	in	Italy,	was	about	5	yrs.	old	and	
came over with her. Her husband had already been here a year 
and worked. She came over with just $10., which seemed to  be 
the going amount to travel with. She brought a trunk with her and 
Mary Linda has it still today. 
 Mary Linda also has her passport, nothing like what we have 
today,	they	are	more	like	a	certificate,	very	elaborate.
 The ship that Maria came over on, was not great. She said 
that the captain would tell them to pray a lot, on their journey 
across the ocean. That ship was actually taken out of commission 
two years later. It was not easy to come to the US. Hard to 
imagine today. She had 3 children in Italy, 1 survived, and 13 
here in the states and 10 survived. 16 total. 
 It is said that she carried a pistol in her apron pocket. She 
would	be	in	the	fields	and	woods	on	the	farm.	She	was	ahead	of	
her time.
 Maria died in 1951. When Mary Linda was young she had 
learned to speak Italian with her grandmother, but after she died 
the family only spoke Italian when they didn’t want the kids to 
know	what	was	being	said.	They	could	try	to	figure	out	names	
being said but the use of it was lost.
 The family Can House was on Strawberry Ave. See the 
photos next page of ladies who worked there. They canned beans, 
pears, and tomatoes. 

 The story goes that Maria’s father lived in Philadelphia 
and	her	husband	came	over	first	and	lived	with	him	working	
in a dairy, until she came over. The did not like the climate in 
Philadelphia and they heard they were picking strawberries in 
Port Norris and the liked the idea of a small town. The were 
living above a barn, and if there were staying they could not live 
like that. So Mary Linda’s grandfather worked hard and bought a 
piece of land, and at night would chop the trees down to build a 
small house. That house was over on Parsons Lane. 
 Maria brought the wine cookie recipe with her that we share 
on our website. Click here if you would like to try these cookies.

Rose O’Brien and  
Beulah Cobb

Crowd Gather For Splendid Service 

Official	dedication	of	the	recently	purchased	and	erected	
memorial to all persons who have served in the Armed 

Forces from Port Norris was held yesterday on the township land 
in Port Norris located at Railroad Ave. and E, Main St.
 The program was enjoyed by a large crowd which gathered 
for the ceremony which opened with special selections by the 
American Legion Band of Millville directed by Gerald Lilly.
 Louis Dagastine, president of the sponsoring civic groups, 
presided as master of ceremonies and spoke on the purpose of the 
memorial. Rev. Gordon C. McNaughton, pastor of the Port Norris 
Methodist Church gave the opening prayer followed by a silent 
prayer by Rev. I.N. Holly, pastor of the Shiloh Baptist Church.
 Unveiling of the monument was Mrs. Marie Danna and 
Mrs. Myrtle Gaskill, Port Norris, followed by presentation of the 
monument to the town by president Dagatine and acceptance in 

P.N. Dedicates War Memorial
November 14, 1954

Continued
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P.N. Dedicates War Memorial Continued 
behalf of the Port Norris residents by Mathias Taylor, chairman 
of the Commercial Township Committee.
 The dedication was then conducted by Rev. Vernon E. 
Spencer of the Port Norris Baptist Church and the main address 
was given Rev. David J. Spratt of the Cedarville Presbyterian 
Church, past chaplain of the Shoemaker Post American Legion of 
Bridgeton.
   The wreath in honor of the war dead was placed by Mrs. 
Beulah	Cobb	of	Port	Norris,	raising	the	flag	by	Mrs.	Rose	
O’Brien [PNHS Legend] assisted by Francis O’Brien of the U.S. 
Air Force and Donald Taylor [PNHS Legend], former Marine. 
National Anthem was then played by the legion band followed 
by the benediction by Chaplain Clinton S. Howell of the State 
Department Veterans of Foreign Wars and the salute by the 
combined	firing	squads	of	the	VFW	and	the	American	Legion.	
Taps were sounded by the band.
   The attractive monument was erected by Mathias Taylor 
and the landscaping was accomplished by the Cumberland 
Nurseries.

Editors Note: Today the War Memorial is in the Cemetery on 
North Ave. and Brown St.

Dedication of the Bell
“Remembering Those Who  

Died on the Bay”
 

Far beneath the waves so restless, 
Hides	the	bell	whose	tones	so	fine	
Gave us each such cheery greeting 

In the happy olden time. 
Loved ones too, who bravely manned her, 

Now to us have said farewell. 
Seems sometimes even now we listen 

For the ringing [“Captains”] bell. 
The poem was written in honor of a waterman 

 by Margaret Elsh 
Penns Grove, Nov. 1, 1928 

On June 2, 2018, the Delaware Bay Watermen’s Memorial 
(DBWM) Committee Dedication Ceremony was held at 

the Bayshore Center at Bivalve (BCB). The DBWM Bell was 
installed	on	the	floating	dock.	The	DBWM	Committee	worked	
for	five	years	to	make	this	happen.	Our	first	meeting	took	place	
on June 2, 2013 and it was a very proud moment, indeed, to see 
it all come together at last and to honor those watermen who died 
on the Delaware Bay.
 It was truly a wonderful day! The turnout of folks was more 
than we anticipated. Each honored waterman’s name was read 
aloud and The Bell was rung simultaneously. Many people took 
turns reading names and ringing The Bell. Pastor Ronald Elwood 
McBride gave a blessing for The Bell and Lois Smith graced 
us with two songs. Thank you to everyone who came out and 
celebrated this momentous occasion with us.
 You may view The Bell and pay respects anytime during 
regular BCB hours. In addition to The Bell, there is an 
information	storyboard.	We	hope	you	will	find	the	time	to	visit	
the memorial. The full program is available on the DBWM 
website, which has a complete list of names along with many 
stories. The website 
will be ongoing. If 
you have names, 
stories, images or 
information to add, 
we will be happy to 
make that happen. 

Please contact us at watermensmemorial.org

Special flower wreaths donated 
by Nancy Dolhanczyk - Coventry 
Crossing, Stone Harbor. One 
was tossed in the river by family 
members.

Melvina “Scarlett” Chin 
read and rang the bell 
for Sonny Camper and 
Kermit Waters.
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In Memoriam
PNHS Legends Who Passed in 2018 

Visit the Legends list to see their life stories. 

William H. Riggin
b. March 8, 1918  d. January 17, 2018

The Port Norris Historical Society 
Recognized  

Joshua Cremin  
on June 20, 2018  

For Outstanding Efforts in History  
for 2017-2018  

Academic Year at the  
Port Norris Middle School  

Alvina Baum presents Joshua his award. 
See our past student awards historicportnorris.org/awards.htm

John Laws was our special speaker on September 11.
Thank you to everyone who came out on such a 

stormy day. It was a full house.  John shared a favorite 
memories about his fire truck and one story was 
about a 350 mile trip down to Baltimore. His fire 
truck was not as fast as the other trucks going to this 
show, but it arrived there and back home.  The punch 
line is... another much younger truck, had to be towed 
home. It was clear that John and his wife Janice have 
many wonderful memories, from parades, birthday 
parties and shows and I am sure many more to come. 
Thank you John and Janice.

A Full House

Walter B. Rudolph 
b. May 22, 1917  d. October 9, 2018
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School days, school days
Dear old Golden Rule days
‘Reading and ‘riting and ‘rithmetic
Taught to the tune of the hick’ry stick
You were my queen in calico
I was your bashful, barefoot beau
And you wrote on my slate, “I Love You, Joe”
When we were a couple o’ kids  
“School Days” is an American popular song written in 
1907 by Will Cobb and Gus Edwards.

Thank you to Doris Moore, for collecting class 
photographs and with names! Take a look, perhaps you 

will see someone you know. There are too many to include 
here in the newsletter, but the remainder can be found on 
our website. The names listed are as they have been given. 
If you have a addition or correction, please send us  
an email.

Photo below:
1923 (3rd grade) Port Norris 
 
Front Row: Bill Garrison, George Robbins, John  
Nichols, Harry Brown, James Stiles, Harper Chance 
 
2nd Row: Mary Bateman (Dilks/Macken),  
Mildred Conklin (Frazer), Henrietta Paynter  
(Horseman/Godown/Wilson) Evelyn Richman,  
Della Gaskill(Sharp), Anna Harker, Edna Berry  
(Morgan/Turpin), Rachel Hanby (Mossbrooks) 
 
3rd Row: Ned Stowman, Mahlon Cobb, Ruth Blizzard 
(Parent/Doughty), Rachel Dillahey (Boker),  Caroline 
Hart, Alberta Phillips (Sheppard/Warren/Bishop/ 
Daniels/Henderson) Anna Jane Berry, Harry Newcomb 
 
Back Row: Miss Tally (teacher.), Paul Garrison,  
Joe Dagastine, Bill Sweeney, Jr., Marvin Cole.
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Port Norris  
Hay Rope Company

By Patricia Cavender

Photo courtesy of the Jack Carney Family, not for use in any media without per-
mission. Conatct us usage rights. pnhs@historicportnorris.org

The Hay Rope Company was located just south of the 
Port Norris Hotel. The building had 5 or 6 rope ma-

chines and loose salt hay piled to the rafters in the south 
half. The north half was little used in later years. Railroad 
tracks along the east side of the building made it easy to 
load the spools of rope for shipping. It was an easy walk to 
the field from the back yard of the Carney house to the Hay 
Rope Company. 
 The J. W. Paxon Company of Philadelphia built the 
building in Port Norris about 1890. Salt hay was a cheap 
material. It was cheaper if it didn’t have to be transported 
from where it grew. At that time pipe was made by coating 
hay rope with clay to use as the core when casting pipe. The 
rope core would burn away and the clay could be emptied 
out of the pipe.
 After a method of casting pipe was invented using a 
centrifuge process the demand for hay rope fell off. The rope 
core and clay coating method of casting continued to be 
used by smaller foundries for some time. But later, hay rope 
was only needed for casting odd-shaped pieces.
 When the Paxon Taggart Company went bankrupt in 
1933 Owen J. Carney Senior and Addington B. Campbell 
bought the Hay Rope Company property and the duplex 
house on Main Street. Owen Carney owned the east-side 
half of the house. Ad Campbell owned the west-side half 
of the house. The Hay Rope Company property was owned 
jointly.

 After Owen Carney’s death March 23, 1952, Jack and 
Gilbert Carney together operated the Hay Rope Company 
as a part-time venture in 1952, 1953, and 1954.
 Gilbert Carney alone operated the Hay Rope Company 
until his death August 29, 1962. He was hit by steel beams 
as he worked on the construction of the Millville Library. 
 After Gilbert’s death Jack took over the hay rope busi-
ness. The Hay Rope Company property was sold and the 
building was demolished. Using salvaged boards from the 
original building Jack constructed a small building on his 
property on the southeast corner of Brown and Maurice 
Streets. He operated the Port Norris Hay Rope Company  
as a part-time venture from his home until the early 1990s.

Editors Note:
 Jack Carney was recognized as a Legend of Port Norris 
on November 3, 2018. Please see his full story here. 
 Thank you to the Carney family for all this wonderful 
information.

Port Norris Hay Rope 
Company. Postcard of hay 
rope maker. John Hollinger 
worked for O.J. Carney at 
the Hay Rope Factory in 
Port Norris, NJ. He was 
Commercial Twp. tax 
collector and lived in the 
house on the north side of 
Brown St. opposite Pearl St. 
were Billy Friswell lived in 
1960s. 

Jack Carney (Owen John 
Carney, Jr.) April 1967
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Second Annual 
Scarecrow Event

 presented by the Louise E. Moore Senior Center  
and the Port Norris Historical Society

We hope everyone will have a good laugh and enjoy the 
13 scarecrows decorating the light posts on Main Street. 

Thank you to Commercial Twp. for permission to put them 
around town and to Clint for making that happen for us. Thank 
you Cindy Tawes, Director of the Senior Center who organized 
it with the township and the Port Norris Historical Society 
Members. 
 Some of the seniors felt like kids again and a couple had 
never made a scarecrow. Each stuffed, stapled and painted 
creation was given a name and now resides on the website. You 
can enjoy all the creations at this link. 
 See the 2018 Scarecrows.

PNHS has a new website!

Take a look when you have a minute. The new PNHS site is a 
responsive site, which means it looks great on your phone or 

tablet as well as you desktop computer. It was time for an update. 
You	will	find	everything	that	was	on	the	old	site	has	just	moved	
around some. AND there are new features that will continue to 
develop. We now have a few slide shows, more to be added. A 
new feature is our Collections. Right now we only have a select 
item but the structure is there and as time permits we will be 
sharing our collections with you. It is important to continue to 
share the history we already have, and we hope you will have 
more pieces to add to the puzzle that will enable us to preserve 
the rich history of Port Norris.
 We are always open to suggestions and additions. Let us 
know what you think.

The Dagastine Family Story   
By Louis P. Dagastine

Presentation is everything, and in this case the presentation 
is very much a part of the story. With permission from the 

family, we shared the as is typed pages of the Dagastine family  
by Lou.     
 We loved the charm and hope you will as well. We can’t 
reprint it here, but you can read it all in the July/August issue.
 Lou was recognized as a Legend of Port Norris on November 
12, 2017. You can read his bio and see more photos here.



PNHS 2018 In Review .  historicportnorris.org

MEMBERSHIP   
 
We would love to add your name to our growing list of members. Please give some thought to joining the PNHS.  
Membership fees are for Individual - $10, Family - $15, Benefactor - $50 and over, and Student - $1 (no voting privileges) 
and entitles you to discounts on our merchandise.  Click here to renew or join, historicportnorris.org/membership.htm 
 
Or mail your check to: Port Norris Historical Society, PO Box 187, Port Norris, NJ 08349.    
Thank you for your support. Membership is key to applying for grants as well as your dollars help us continue with all of 
our endeavours. Membership fees are tax deductible.  

See us on Facebook and our website historicportnorris.org

Legends Awards 2018 Review
In 2008, the Port Norris Historical Society began a yearly 
tradition	of	honoring	those	who	have	made	a	significant	impact	

on our community. To celebrate our 10th year we held our 
awards	program	at	the	Officers	Club	at	the	Motorsports	Park.	It	
was entertaining having race cars zipping by, just feet away.
We had a record number this year, 155 people. It was a delightful 
afternoon with mini reunions taking place around the room. We 

Families accepting legend awards on behalf of their loved ones 
and Living Legend Sally Dickenson with her family.

were pleased to have so many past legends with us as well, Ed 
Horseman, John Hickman, Hanna Nichols, Barbara Adams and 
Barney Hollinger, Sr. We were saddened to lose our Legend, Walt 
Rudolph, who passed away this year.  
 Every family represented shared engaging stories that were 
touching, historical and hysterical. The photographs and stories 
will be shared on the website and in the newsletters in coming 
months. 
 We are so grateful to the families who came and shared the 
stories of their loved ones. Thank you to everyone for their help 
in making all this happen. It was great teamwork.
 

This years honorees are
20TH CENTURY 

 Owen John Carney, Jr.   

James D. Garrison Sr.  

Warren R. Miller (Barney)

Anthony J. Ricci & Samuel R. Ricci  

Captain Warren D. Robbins, MD 
LIVING LEGEND 
Sally Dickenson

Our next Legends Awards event will be held on 
Nov. 2, 2019. Nominations can be submitted 
at anytime and will close on May 14. Voting 
will take place at our regular meeting June 

11. Nomination forms can be downloaded at 
historicportnorris.org/legends-form.htm


