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The Past for  
the Future

The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our 
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY

Visit our website for many historic journeys.

100 plus years ago, there was a Flu Epidemic. In researching the topic, I could not believe the similarities to today. 
“The 1918 influenza pandemic was the most severe pandemic in recent history. It was caused by an H1N1 virus 
with genes of avian origin. Although there is not universal consensus regarding where the virus originated, it spread 
worldwide during 1918-1919.  In the United States, it was first identified in military personnel in spring 1918. It is 
estimated that about 500 million people or one-third of the world’s population became infected with this virus. The 
number of deaths was estimated to be at least 50 million worldwide with about 675,000 occurring in the United 
States”. Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

The CDC link has many photos and interesting information about the Epidemic in general. But here in our few 
pages are articles from the Bridgeton Evening News at the time. History does repeat itself.

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF?

Bridgeton Evening N
ew

s - O
ctober 9, 1918

http://www.historicportnorris.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Port-Norris-Historical-Society/102085803169167
http://historicportnorris.org
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/1918-pandemic-h1n1.html
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Bridgeton Evening News - September 30, 1918

Bridgeton Evening News - October 5, 1918

Bridgeton Evening News - November 2, 1918

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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Bridgeton Evening News - October 5, 1918

Bridgeton Evening News - October 9, 1918

Bridgeton Evening N
ew

s - N
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ber 6, 1918 To Prevent Influenza! Illustrated Current News, New Haven, Conn., 
1918. (Photo: U.S. National Library of Medicine)

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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Bridgeton Evening News - October 9, 1918

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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Bridgeton Evening News - November 16, 1918

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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Bridgeton Evening News - October 11, 1918

Bridgeton Evening News - October 16, 1918
Bridgeton Evening N

ew
s - January 3, 1919

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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NORRIS ASKS  

Why was it called the 
Spanish Flu?
To maintain morale, World War I censors 
minimized early reports of illness and mortality 
in Germany, the United Kingdom, France, and 
the United States. Newspapers were free to 
report the epidemic’s effects in neutral Spain, 
such as the grave illness of King Alfonso XIII,  
and these stories created a false impression of 

Spain as especially hard hit. This gave rise to the name Spanish flu.
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_flu
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Membership and  
Renew for 2020   

We would love to add your name to 
our growing list of members. Please 

give some thought to joining the PNHS.  
Membership fees are for  

Individual - $10, Family - $15, 
Benefactor - $30 Family $35.00

Patron - $50 and  
Student - $1 (no voting privileges)  

and entitles you to discounts  
on our merchandise.   

Click here to renew or join,  
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm 

 
Or mail your check to: Port Norris 

Historical Society, PO Box 187  
Port Norris, NJ 08349.    

Thank you for your support. Membership is 
key to applying for grants as well as  

your dollars help us continue with all  
of our endeavours.

Membership fees are tax deductible. 

See us on Facebook 
and our website 

historicportnorris.org

If you are getting this email from a friend 
and would like to be added to our list, 
please click here and we will add 
you. If we received your email at one of 
our events. and if you do not wish to 
receive this newsletter, click here web@
historicportnorris.org, we will remove you 
from the list.  We do not sell or share your 
email with anyone!

Officers
Rachel Cobb, President
Richard Smith, Vice-President
Alvina Baum, Secretary
Mary Linda Locotte,  Assistant Secretary 
Faye Hickman, Treasurer

Trustees
Eileen Bernhardt
Virginia Campbell
Gloria Guidera 
John Hickman
Elizabeth Hoffman
Joyce Massey 
Sam Ricci
Rev. E. Barnes, Lifetime Honorary Trustee

Please Note: Meeting dates and times are  
posted on the website each month along with  
the approved minutes from the last meeting.  
Everyone is always welcome. Click here to view.

For a complete list of 
committees see our 
website. View Here

New Membership Levels
We have made some changes to our Membership beginning in 2020, 
with the addition of one NEW level. Donations of $50 or more that 
were previously listed as BENEFACTOR will now be designated as 
PATRON. BENEFACTOR levels have changed to $30 Individual and 
$35 Family. General Individual and Family remain the same.  
(See the yellow box at right). All members receive merchandise 
discounts. Please check our website for listings of additional benefits.  
We are grateful for your ongoing support which helps us meet the 
needs (heat, electric, etc.) of maintaining our building. 
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