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HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

Visit our website for many historic journeys.

Sail the A. ]. Meerwald and support the PNHS

BAYSHORE
CENTER

AT BIVALVE

COME SAIL AWAY WHERE HISTORY AND THE
ENVIROMENT MEET. GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

It is so important in this unprecedented time to support one
another. The Bayshore Center at Bivalve ( BCB) is offering
a promotion for sailing on the A.J.Meerwald which will not
only benefit them, but the Port Norris Historical Society
(PNHS) as well. If you purchase tickets for the remainder
of this sailing season, and you enter the promotional code
PHNS2020, not only will you have a great experience, but
you will be supporting us, the PNHS.

The BCB will donate back $10 to the PNHS for every ticket
sold. How can you pass this up? You will be helping both
groups at the same time and we all need your support.

Many sailing dates left for the year! Don’t forget to add the
promo code PNHS2020. Thank you as always.

The A.J.Meerwald sets sail Thursdays through Sunday,
Morning,Afternoon and Evening. Better hurry and get
your tickets today because they sell out fast.

For Public Sails schedule and tickets, go to
bayshorecenter.org/events/

For information on Private Charters, and Education Sails
go to bayshorecenter.org/events/
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™ THE CLASS OF 193%, . : ot
Fort Horris #.J. Elgh School.

GHEETINGS:

Amanda Douhlass asked me to write you a note on the occasion of gEEERERTt1: 13 MR
anniversary as graduates of Fort Yeorris Hich Echonl._ I se-net-surefys ficli & note
should eontdin. ‘M3t can-a manmwhe has Teéen sivty-two years out of of fep

t would not be torinc to vou? Sut I will trv.

ike most of you, I was born in Fort horris. Like most of you I went through tae -
Fort Lorris schools, which in 5y day ended wita tas eleventi year. 1 too mad Elizateis
Duzby in the hizh school as a Latin teacaer. wvic youl wuen Tae new wrick cuileini d
was built and the four year ai_ i school was estsblisaed, I am not sure. Zut I returned *
to. Port Horris in 1919-1920 and bezan my teachine career in that buildings. There were
acout 85 students and five teachers includines Albert Steelman, who vas also 1 ;
of all Comcercial Township Schools. iicre were you that year: in swaddlin- clothes, 13
elezentary grades,--you def“.r.f.tcL. were not in nlgh sehool.
lost oy only brother during the territle

L chose to live at home that Year. t
Shattered over tls death. Do you

I tad
"flu® epidemic of 1918, and my varents were v 1
tha Wees=el store on Main € IIht'.rmar’f. diaronally across the street from the Zank? That
tuildine no longer exists. Afisr -y z—arspts left iIn 1924, T think the uildisewma —
cecupled by an A and P, store. Is t::a., richt? Xy trother's son, who was & year old
when his father died, 4is now a pediatrician in llew Zaven, Connecticutl and is connected
with Yale University Medical School. His nonthly column appsars in FARENTS nagazine;
ceérhape you or your children or -.;rand-children gay: see it, .

= =

« I recall my childhood in Fort ‘:nrris Wity great clarity. I am sure you recall yours
egually well. My friends in =chool were kindwand warm., 1 still communicate and see
occasionally Dorothy Rogers who tecame a doctor and still lives in Voodbury. 3ie,
Yargaret Rothins and her hushand, and !ro. ‘lessel and T used to have annual dinners
at one or the other 'of our “ores, rotatinrs vear ©vy tear. The dinners stonved after
"'-'-a“et"' Waskand died, and travel Yzea-e diffieult. A courle veare ago, =y wifs and
I _gtopped for Dorothy Rosers and we all came to Port lerris. It was on a Saturday
aft&mnan, ghd-toae gyster siuckin, nouse on tae end of .aln Sireet was nol operating.
I did see one of thé RobbinSes;one k.o N&$, 8, conteqporary of sine in sczool. i

With™in the last month ry contact with Port Imrri.s vas 3 gad ones=The daughter of

Hammith Robbins, who lived in nearby “Ameote died. Tt was a shock to me, for T TEtnot- ——y
known she Was terminally ill. I spoke to Fammétt when he was at his daughter's home, \

and offered my sympethy. I recall his trother, darren very well. Warren died at an

egarly sge, he was nearer my age fthen we were in school tncet‘:er. Avout five years aco,

I saw Hammitt and 'his wife, [artha and the Eertle Villans in the home of Dorothy Rogers.

Both Bammitt and Bertie were in the ninth grade In the high school when I taught there. ]

1 recall Port lorris, the town that it was, the warm friendliness of tne people toward
my parents and to me, even thourh rany of them did not feel very warm toward me durin- oy ‘
teaching there. You see, or you rey not'sse’l introduced thie idea of TVOLUTIO! to tha
‘toys ahd girls in the biolosy clas.u.--ar‘d this caused considerable stir. I'il not =o
into that,--perhaps your parents may have told you about it.
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Wnat a change I see in Port Norris now! I compare it to the village in Oliver
Goldsmith's poen-THE DESERTED VILLACE. Do you know that poem? Eivalve--where are
Shipping wharves, the railroad tracks, the oyster floats, the ticking telegraphs of
Lambert's Western Union office, the lines of sixty or more freight carloads of oysters
daily going to Phil¥adelphia and elsewhere? And the numerous stores selling all kinds
of =hip supplies,--Fatemsn's, Fowlers, Yates,—-all +hosa names brinc back memories to

- me along with Bucky Yeredith's barber shop and his wifa's restzurant, at which my
parents and I ate many a Sunday dinneri! I don't know w!

dere I am, waen I stand on .
the street in Eivalve and sece only the banks on botk sides of the .aurice fivar.

-

wat sopnistication has come to Fort horrisl I remember only iain Street,

Yook w=lk, and, Shell Road as the only named streets. ihere did all the na;_:_r‘;_c:,.-.:._.---—d-""'
Iroxn? And way? And When? ‘e rave directions by way of Al Sarriconts “stors, or - '
t rasaleyds corner, or Doc sradford!s—'jouse, or \;illis Rotbins! stare, or tic
F Ratl; of past the post office, or next to Doe Day's, or verhaps where the

Church stood, or the leth dist, -= and such.

st “hat nonsense now--nases and o T
~oers of houses--indeed what nonsense? 4 j

and the sophisticatesd fire fizntine apparatus. I racetiter the first fipe Ehisine. e f
A £rall hand pulled cart,--later the rope bty which the men ang Doys pulled the cart
¥as replaceiby horse tongue,--and at the sound of the rong, the firet horse whiics
arrived had the job of vullins the cart. last fall T visited the Cvsier Festival
on ihe-“aleyville school crounds and noted the rodern fire encines of today. a
weleone chanpe, indeed., T remenber wiat the youns orosressive peorle who fousat for
fire engines in my childhood used 1o say: vhat this toim needs ie g nusncer of gosd
eized funeralsl You see the older folks did not want weu fanrled ideas like fire
Srgines and street lights take 20ld din their towr. Tut I ses the years ¢id co by.

>

T ITsreonvineed that-ohenies #id-more,

SLOrY the tapmy dars of shootinr =apl

with the
1
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1= n8 sidowalks, or ~ite4in- Sorcches

8 kemiths, of slarins taselall wits- a4 "onme nade
L2 a penny hard ruvver kall as toe center ang a nizgie =311 A° twine covered
“onetizefwits tire tape, and catiing tae wall wita an ola DLy ancie. g2 did not
have tue luxury of Spencing acney on our playtaings. e ouilt our idzes irom old
cedar fence posts, covered the frames with newspapers and Tlour paste, and tails
of ary old rags that mothers would glve us. We made whistles from the branches of
srees frosh with the runnins sap in the soring, had our "runke" fros dried out ozt
tails so that the Lth of July Pirecrackers could te usad in thelr proper smy. As
< write this on this COLGRESSICHAL MEMDRIAL DAY, T recall the sarades on decoration

vay led Ly the few Civil ar veterans vho were still 1ivinz, followed by tua Jr.

irder o lechanics (or some sort of lodze) dressed in taeir uniforcs and carryinz their
'":"‘:rm-taqﬂl":npt_. over 1= -rage of the last departed veteran i has teen laiZ 5 pest
in the cenmctery Gacko? Sme-adeibodist Chured. And then the carade includad festoones

Elcyeles an whieh their broud buyh_":ﬁi?i‘?hﬂﬂr;{f:;__ 29 _3srd 1o iaks then "oretiy,®
-~ And the Fourth of July festivities in tre school yard, sonerT caith the
ehicksn and ‘oyster suppers plus all the otner sales booths that had been pu'i; up- v
a8llure tha jyouth of gll aces| What festivitiss thdse werel ‘

@ shoes siven to ue Ty the tlacksrs

1Jl

e

I think T %ave zadd too much. T must notl:-?:; mind wander furt=er. T a- plad
Aranda made this recuest--T *ave “ad ruch nleasure in pecdni- eins. lLat ne wish +

nappy 50th Reunion, and eav “ow fortunate vou were not to “ave been - 2
earilercoyou mi-t4 r5ua mad =2 for 3 tedchero bnt T c=n Skdy  Sol 1S TUsRY
SAY WEICY CF US OULD =avs TEEL TIT LECYI=a?

4
e

m

=1 % e
I S

L]



http://www.historicportnorris.org

PNHS August 2020

-

f o

L
o]

g

113 case,

v
wi

as

Her=0rn and

a lool

15

(=
i

*

. Tt B
c

ar Gy
20

nentio

thout
bat was

-
(=

ell

o0

[

=

(4]
B N
ol L2
& £
. o
=
o -
s 0
— &

]

: ard

- [
i -
{ o
-
i i
9 i
¢ b
fa ¢ -
) >
44 U
= e
r | - I|| L
i 3!
o | ot
I 42
oA a
o £
s
— g R
g
™ _—
sl c
MO
o et
o 4 2 |
* ey
| [+ s |
& m =
- m w
o "y
o
LA .

‘
L
i
ar
[ i
=
[
e
-
I
§ 4 o
o K
e B+
i’
b
«
)
L9
o
. ]
4 (™
" | i
= =l o
1
£ ¢ .
1 ) 4 -
& .m.
= Ev oo 3
§a i I¢
. ' n -
- - il
! , S !
| |
l . & | =X
- ...- i
] s I & B | i
s B
4 p=d B4 L3
[ L 1 il
€3 i .
- 5 Il | s -
L - LR
¥ wd i [
s B oy
i . £ a
R B 0
1
il ool 4
o ]
el ] .
o A .
|
']
ul 1
% b



http://www.historicportnorris.org

Port Norris Pickings

August 3, 1889

A large crowd of disappointed people were in Port Norris yesterday
afternoon.The cause was the second failure (on account of rain) of
the G.A.R. Post to show us a sham battle.

July 26,1890

A game of base ball was played in the presence of a large crowd on
Thursday between the Port Norris and Philadelphia teams, resulting
in a victory for the Port Norris boys.

Bugust 2, 1890
A very interesting game of ball was played yesterday between the
“Muskrats” and “Minks.” Wm. Cobb and Harry Green were the
battery for the “Muskrats,” and George Conahay and Walter Sharp
for the “Minks.” The score was | | to 8 in favor of the “Muskrats.”

New Membership Levels

We have made some changes to our Membership beginning in 2020,
with the addition of one NEW level. Donations of $50 or more that
were previously listed as BENEFACTOR will now be designated as
PATRON. BENEFACTOR levels have changed to $30 Individual and
$35 Family. General Individual and Family remain the same.

(See the yellow box at right). All members receive merchandise
discounts. Please check our website for listings of additional benefits.
We are grateful for your ongoing support which helps us meet the
needs (heat, electric, etc.) of maintaining our building.

NORRIS ASKS

What was the town’s name
before Port Norris and before
Dallas Landing?

Yock Wock Landing. Historically people
have commented that this was the
name before Dallas Ferry as it was
part of the Yock Wock Swamp Tract.
The Yock Wock Swamp, located
between Mauricetown and Port Norris, was once a vast cedar
swamp.

Read More:_cumauriceriver.org/reaches/pg/narratives.cfm?sku=37

Port Norris

HISTORICAL
=SOCIETY

Please Note: Meeting dates and times are

posted on the website each month along with

the approved minutes from the last meeting.
Everyone is always welcome. Click here to view.

© Port Norris Historical Society 2020
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Membership and
Renew for 2020-21

We would love to add your name to
our growing list of members. Please
give some thought to joining the PNHS.
Membership fees are for
Individual - $10, Family - $15,
Benefactor - $30 Family $35.00
Patron - $50 and
Student - $1 (no voting privileges)
and entitles you to discounts
on our merchandise.

Click here to renew or join,
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm

Or mail your check to: Port Norris
Historical Society, PO Box 187
Port Norris, NJ 08349.

Thank you for your support. Membership is
key to applying for grants as well as
your dollars help us continue with all
of our endeavours.

Membership fees are tax deductible.

See us on Facebook
and our website
historicportnorris.org

If you are getting this email from a friend
and would like to be added to our list,
please click here and we will add

you. If we received your email at one of
our events. and if you do not wish to
receive this newsletter, click here web@
historicportnorris.org, we will remove you
from the list. We do not sell or share your
email with anyone!

Officers

Rachel Cobb, President

Richard Smith,Vice-President

Alvina Baum, Secretary

Mary Linda Lacotte, Assistant Secretary
Faye Hickman, Treasurer

Trustees
Eileen Bernhardt

Virginia Campbell
Gloria Guidera
John Hickman
Elizabeth Hoffman

For a complete list of
committees see our
website. View Here

Joyce Massey
Sam Ricci
Rev. E. Barnes, Lifetime Honorary Trustee
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