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The Past for  
the Future

The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our 
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY

LEGENDS AWARDS 2020
Samuel C. Lake -1827-1894
Samuel Shinn - 1827-1906

Dr. Edward Burton Bradford -1877-1951

This year because of the COVID-19 we were 
unable to have our Legends Awards in person. 

It is important for us to continue the program. We 
nominated and then selected three men that are very 
much Legends of Port Norris. Here are their stories.

Samuel C. Lake - 1827-1894
 

Reprinted from Biographical Review Leading Citizens of
Cumberland County New Jersey, I896 

 SAMUEL LAKE, a native of Port Norris, was born on 
September 3, 1826, and where he grew up here [in Port Norris.]
Note: Some records say he was born September 29, 1827.
 Samuel Lake must have possessed the force of authority 
as a sort of inherent faculty; for he was the captain of an oyster 
vessel when he was not more than fifteen or sixteen years old, 
beginning his career as a boatman before that time even. He was 
recognized as the most youthful commander in the service in 
that part of the country, and at an unusually early age became 
an oyster dealer. This was before oyster planting had become a 
regular industry, and the young man had but little competition 
to encounter. In a comparatively short time he was the owner of 
three schooners and one sloop, all devoted to the oyster industry; 
and he eventually became the largest dealer in that most popular 
species of shell-fish in his generation and locality. He continued 
in this business until five or six years before his death, giving 
his personal attention to the enterprise, frequently visiting his 
boats and looking after his men. He always lived in Port Norris 
with the exception of three years passed in Bridgeton, while his 
children were at school.  

Bridgeton Evening News 3/8/1882

Trenton State Gazette 3/28/1878

Dollar Weekly News 8/4/1883

Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas

http://www.historicportnorris.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Port-Norris-Historical-Society/102085803169167
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 Mr. Samuel Lake was first a Whig in politics and later on 
a Republican. Besides his oyster beds he owned quite a large 
amount of land in the vicinity of Port Norris, and was a man 
of wealth. He married Miss Mary Robbins, a daughter of Mr. 
David Robbins, a large farmer in this locality, whose name has 
descended to the subject of the present sketch, his grandson. 
Mrs. Lake, who was born in February, 1833, was the mother of 
four children, three of whom grew up to maturity: Daniel, who 
lived to the age of seventeen; Myra, who is now the wife of 
Theophilus Newcomb, a resident of Newport; David Robbins; 
Robert L.   
 These good old people were at first members of the Baptist 
Church at Dividing Creek; but, when the Baptist church was 
established in the old school-house at Robbinstown, they 
were among its primary organizers. Mr. Samuel Lake was an 
earnest and active supporter of the Baptist denomination in this 
locality; and it was greatly due to his efforts that the church 
structure, now occupied by the congregation to which he 
belongs, was built. Such was his interest in the success of the 
deserving attempt to establish a church here that he circulated 
the subscription papers in and about Bridgeton, and received 
donations amounting to one thousand dollars, which was a 
great help, coming as it did from outside generosity. It was, 
however, hardly generosity so much as recognition, as he had 
for years, while he was in the oyster business, furnished the 
Bridgeton church fairs with his oysters free of charge; and now 
the grateful congregations returned his kindness with their hearty 
support, financial as well as otherwise, for his new church. Mr. 
Samuel Lake was at the time of his death one of the most highly 
respected and honored citizens of the place, not only because 
of his wisely and justly accumulated wealth, but also for his 
sterling integrity and general earnestness of character.

Bridgeton Pioneer 11/01/1894

Bridgeton Pioneer 11/01/1894

Editor’s Note: The Port Norris Historical Society has made every effort 
to share correct information on Samuel Lake. It was a very common name 
through many generations. If you recognize anything is incorrect, please 
let us know so we can correct it. We also are always happy to share any 
new findings including images if you would like to share. 

West Jersey Pioneer 2/17/1855

Bridgeton Evening News 8/26/1889

West Jersey Pioneer May 15, 1874

Bridgeton Evening News 2/22/1893

See More Legends Click Here

Samuel Lake Continued

http://www.historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/legends-list.htm
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Samuel Shinn 1827-1906
In 2016 Samuel Shinn was nominated as a Legend. 

With additional information on Mr. Shinn, we are able  
formally present him as a Legend in 2020.

Reprinted from Biographical Review Leading Citizens of
Cumberland County New Jersey, I896 

 SAMUEL SHINN, who is or was a merchant, none the less 
respected because retired, of the town of Port Norris, N.J., and 
who is also the owner of the ice plant of this place, was born on 
the 20th of April, 1827, in Mauricetown, Cumberland County. 
He is a son of the late Allen R. and Abigail (Compton) Shinn. 
The grandfather of Mr. Shinn, of whom this slight biography is 
written, was also named Samuel. He was a resident of Mount 
Holly, N.J., during his whole life. He was accidentally killed 
here while he was working on the road one day, prying out the 
stump of a tree. His tool slipped and struck him on the forehead, 
killing him instantly. He left but one child — Allen R., the father 
of the present Samuel Shinn.
 Samuel Shinn received a common-school education, and 
also studied at home on his father’s farm until he was fifteen 
years of age, when, as his father had a large family to support, 
he decided to begin to earn his own living, and went off to 
work for a neighboring farmer. His first independent labor 
was driving a team and carting, and he continued to work at 
this and at similar odd jobs for several years. Almost as soon 
as he came of age, he married Miss Phoebe Ann Ladow, of 
Dividing Creek, and with his young wife made his first home at 
Mauricetown. There he took up the trade of a house carpenter, 
at which he worked for a few years. At the end of this period 
of carpentering he bought out the general merchandise store of 
Dallas L. Compton, at Haleyville, and carried on the business 
for himself very successfully for some length of time. When 
there was talk of the railroad coming to the adjacent town of Port 
Norris, with rare foresight Mr. Shinn sold out his establishment 

Bridgeton Evening News 12/30/1896

Bridgeton Pioneer 1/24/1884

The Samuel Shinn house still 
stands and is well kept on the 
corner of Main and High Street 
in Port Norris.

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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at Haleyville, and bought a store at Port Norris. The railroad 
not being then constructed to that point, he was obliged to 
cart some of his merchandise all the way from Cedarville and 
Millville, and to transport a portion by water. He continued in 
business in Port Norris for twenty-four years, becoming the 
oldest business man of the town. For this long term of years lie 
was as successful in his trade as he was clear-headed; and he has 
always been recognized as the head of the mercantile business in 
Port Norris, as he was its pioneer. On January 20, 1888, he sold 
out to Mr. J. O. Heritage, rightfully considering that, as he had 
acquired comparative wealth by his untiring industry, and being, 
moreover, more than sixty years of age, it was only fair that he 
should rest quietly from his labors and enjoy their fruits for the 
remainder of his life.
 Mr. Shinn lost his wife on November 11, 1891. She left two 
children — Mary Jane and Anna. After the death of her mother, 
Mary Jane, who is the wife of Captain Lucius E. Yates, moved 
with her husband into her father’s beautiful home. Mr. and 
Mrs. Yates are the parents of three children — George Christie, 
Phoebe, and Maggie. Anna Shinn is now the wife of Mr. Milton 
H. Cox, of the firm of Cox Brothers & Co., of Bridgeton.
 They have three children — Mary Y. ; Milton, Jr. ; and 
Hannah. Amanda, another daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Shinn, died 
in her youth, at the age of five years and eleven days. Although 
Mr. Shinn has retired from business he will not consent to 
remain entirely inactive, and to occupy his time he puts up ice 
winters and supplies the whole town with this commodity. His 
handsome house, which he built some twelve or thirteen years 
ago, stands on the corner of Main and High Streets, and is 
worthily accounted one of the finest in the town of Port Norris, 
attracting the eye as it does, even at sonic distance, with its 
smooth cement walks and shade trees. Besides his dwelling-
place, he also owns his old store building, which he once 
occupied.
 Mr. Shinn has been a most active supporter of the 
Republican party and a member of the Township Committee for 
the last ten years or more. His fellow-citizens have chosen him a 
delegate to party conventions a number of times. He is a member 
of the Order of Knights of Pythias, Lodge No. 76, of which he 
is Past Chancellor; and he is also a member of Ariel Lodge, No. 
56, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being Past Grand and the 
representative of his lodge to the Grand Lodge. Mr. Shinn has 
been intimately connected with the church history of Port Norris, 
belonging to the Methodist Episcopal church here, in which he 
at one time held the office of steward. When he first came to Port 
Norris he was the builder of the first church here; and when that 
edifice was accidentally destroyed by fire he was again called 
upon and helped to build the second, being each time a member 
of the Building Committee. For over thirty-two years Mr. Shinn 
has been a loyal supporter of the church he was so instrumental 
in establishing, invariably proving himself as active as he is 
zealous.
 He died December 14, 1906.

See More Legends Click Here

Editor’s Note: The Port Norris Historical Society has made every effort 
to share correct information on Samuel Shinn. It was a very common 
name through many generations. If you recognize anything is incorrect, 
please let us know so we can correct it. We also are always happy to 
share any new findings including images if you would like to share. 

Bridgeton Evening News 9/16/1897

A SIDE NOTE:
The Shinn Monument in the GAR cemetery is of Jacob 
C. Shinn who was an enlisted man in the Civil War. He was a 
brother of Samuel Shinn. He is buried in Haleyville Cemetery. 
Perhaps his brother Samuel had some influence. Some people 
may not know that the Grand Army of the Republic was, in 
fact, a well organized Veterans group for the benefit of the civil 
war vets. There were posts in many towns that had civil wars 
veterans. Port Norris’ was Jacob C. Shinn Post #6. This in now 
our Meeting Hall on Main Street.

Bridgeton Evening News 12/15/1906

Samuel Shinn Continued

http://www.historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/legends-list.htm


PNHS December 2020

Dr. Edward Burton Bradford
1877-1951

 Dr. Bradford was the son of Lemuel Bradford and Martha 
Ladlow. He married Carrie Mayhew Buzby. They had one child - 
Miriam Bradford. Dr. Bradford graduated from Jefferson Medical 
School and Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. 
 Dr. G.L. Harker had a large practice in Port Norris that he 
started in 1879. While on vacation he had a young doctor cover his 
practice - this was Dr. Bradford. Dr. Bradford liked the town and the 
people. Around 1900 he purchased the practice from Dr. Harker. He 
maintained this practice for nearly 50 years.
 Dr. Bradford served as president of the Port Norris National 
Bank along with being involved in several local businesses. He also 
belonged to several local lodges while holding office in each one.
 In 1950 Dr. Bradford was disabled in a car accident and several 
months later, in 1951 he died of complications. He was buried at 
Cedar Hill Cemetery in Cedarville.

The Port Norris Historical Society has in its collection many personal 
keepsakes that belonged to Dr. Bradford. We are so privileged to 
have so many of his things on display.

http://www.historicportnorris.org
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Dr. Bradford’s 
medical bag just as 
he left it in 1951.

Donated by Joe and Mary Linda Lacotte

See More Legends
Click Here

http://www.historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/legends-list.htm
http://historicportnorris.org/legends-list.htm
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Congratulations to 
Walter A. Webster! 

Walter music/drama teacher at 
Commercial Township School, received the  

coveted NJACT Lifetime Achievement Perry Award.
snjtodaynewspaper.com/stage-right/

Thank you to the Peterson Family for this lovely donation 
for our collections! Betty Jane Peterson (White-Mactaggart), 
daughter of Port Norris oysterman Lucius Peterson (1887-1957), 
recently passed away and left two of her original oil paintings 
of her father’s schooner, the “Emma Peterson”.  The schooner 
was named after his mother. The paintings are 3ft. by 4ft. in 
custom wooden frames. The details are amazing. Betty Jane was 
a talented artist. The PNHS is proud to add the two paintings to 

NEW Donation!

http://www.historicportnorris.org
http://snjtodaynewspaper.com/stage-right/
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NORRIS ASKS  
Why are women’s names 
used for naming maritime 
vessels?

Images of women have always 
played an important role in sailors’ 
superstitions. The Phoenicians, 
Egyptians, Romans, and others carved 

and painted feminine symbols on their vessels to protect them at 
sea. The owner would commission a figurehead with the likeness of 
his wife or daughter, and to name the vessel in her honor. 
Source: The Mariner’s Museum  
  

© Port Norris Historical Society 2020

Membership and  
Renewal for 2021   

We would love to add your name to 
our growing list of members. Please 

give some thought to joining the PNHS.  
Membership Fees:  

Individual - $10.00   Family - $15.00 
Benefactor - $30.00  Family $35.00

Patron - $50.00  
Student - $1.00 (no voting privileges)  

Membership entitles you to discounts  
on our merchandise.   

Click here to renew or join,  
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm 

 
Or mail your check to: Port Norris 

Historical Society, PO Box 187  
Port Norris, NJ 08349.    

Thank you for your support. Membership is 
key to applying for grants as well as  

your dollars help us continue with all  
of our endeavours.

Membership fees are tax deductible. 

See us on Facebook 
and our website 

historicportnorris.org

If you are getting this email from a friend 
and would like to be added to our list, 
please click here and we will add 
you. If we received your email at one of 
our events. and if you do not wish to 
receive this newsletter, click here web@
historicportnorris.org, we will remove you 
from the list.  We do not sell or share your 
email with anyone!

Officers
Rachel Cobb, President
Richard Smith, Vice-President
Alvina Baum, Secretary
Mary Linda Lacotte,  Assistant Secretary 
Sam Ricci, Treasurer
Elizabeth Hoffman, Co-Treasurer

Trustees
Eileen Bernhardt
Virginia Campbell
Gloria Guidera 
Faye Hickman 
John Hickman
Joyce Massey 
Rev. E. Barnes, Lifetime Honorary Trustee

Please Note: Meeting dates and times are  
posted on the website each month along with  
the approved minutes from the last meeting.  
Everyone is always welcome. Click here to view.

For a complete list of 
committees see our 
website. View Here

Port Norris Pickings 
On April 30, 1881
Port Norris Baptist Church, the following trustees were elected: Levi Robbins, 
Henry Lake and Samuel Lake.

August 31, 1888
Milton Cox, of Cox & Sons, machinists, Bridgeton, is visiting at Samuel Shinn’s.

August 10, 1889 
Captain Samuel Lake, Sr., was in your city Thursday on business. Captain William 
Fowler and William Peace were also in Bridgeton on that day. 

Please Consider a Year-End Donation 
 We hope you have enjoyed the 3 Legends of Port Norris in this 
issue of our newsletter. Make sure to check out each web page for 
more information. This has been a difficult year for everyone. We 
have not been able to have our regular events to raise the funds 
needed to support our Meeting Hall and Museum. Even though 
we are not able to have the building open to the public we are still 
maintaining it. There is insurance, electricity, heat, and all the 
maintenance issues that come with a building built-in 1890.
 The Port Norris Historical Society is a volunteer 501 c 3. Your 
donation is tax-deductible. The PNHS asks if you would consider 
a donation. No amount is too small. And we are happy to add your 
name and any notation you wish to honor someone with your 
donation. 
 Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to being 
open at some point in 2021 and show off our new collection items.

http://www.historicportnorris.org
https://www.marinersmuseum.org/sites/micro/women/myths/figureheads.htm
http://www.historicportnorris.org/membership.htm
http://WWW.historicportnorris.org
mailto:mailto:web%40historicportnorris.org?subject=
mailto:web@historicportnorris.org
mailto:web@historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/meetings.htm
http://historicportnorris.org/about.htm

