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The Past for 
the Future

The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our 
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY

Visit our website for many historic journeys.

On the next few pages we are reprinting a
newsletter we recently received from Jacob 

and Sharon Magee Eichel. In loving memory, Sharon 
has donated several newsletters that had been saved  
by her grandparents, Harry and Clementine Gates. 
They are a treasure of information and we are grateful 
and truly excited to add them to our collection. It is 
why we preserve the past for the future. Thank you,  
Sharon and Jacob! 

Below is a photo of our main meeting room. 
We are pleased and proud to show it off. 

This summer we will be participating in “A Race 
Through Time” with fifteen other historic sites in 
Cumberland County. This free event will be held 
between June 15 and August 15. We’ll be sharing 
more information soon. Thanks to the Vineland 
Historic and Antiquarian Society for their efforts 
in making this happen again this year.
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NORRIS ASKS  

What was earliest Epidemics 
in U.S. History?
1633-1634: Smallpox came to North America in the 
1600s. People had symptoms of high fever, chills, 
severe back pain, and rashes. Starting from the 
Northeast, smallpox wiped out entire Native American 
tribes. Over 70 percent of the Native American popu-
lation dropped. In 1721, 844 of the 5,889 Bostonians 
who had smallpox died from it. In 1770, Edward 
Jenner developed a vaccine from cow pox. It helps 

the body become immune to smallpox without causing the disease. After a large vaccination 
initiative in 1972, smallpox is gone from the United States. In fact, vaccines are no longer 
necessary. Source: healthline.com/health/worst-disease-outbreaks-history#1
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Membership and  
Renew for 2020   

We would love to add your name to 
our growing list of members. Please 

give some thought to joining the PNHS.  
Membership fees are for  

Individual - $10, Family - $15, 
Benefactor - $30 Family $35.00

Patron - $50 and  
Student - $1 (no voting privileges)  

and entitles you to discounts  
on our merchandise.   

Click here to renew or join,  
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm 

 
Or mail your check to: Port Norris 

Historical Society, PO Box 187  
Port Norris, NJ 08349.    

Thank you for your support. Membership is 
key to applying for grants as well as  

your dollars help us continue with all  
of our endeavours.

Membership fees are tax deductible. 

See us on Facebook 
and our website 

historicportnorris.org

If you are getting this email from a friend 
and would like to be added to our list, 
please click here and we will add 
you. If we received your email at one of 
our events. and if you do not wish to 
receive this newsletter, click here web@
historicportnorris.org, we will remove you 
from the list.  We do not sell or share your 
email with anyone!

Officers
Rachel Cobb, President
Richard Smith, Vice-President
Alvina Baum, Secretary
Mary Linda Locotte,  Assistant Secretary 
Faye Hickman, Treasurer

Trustees
Eileen Bernhardt
Virginia Campbell
Gloria Guidera 
John Hickman
Elizabeth Hoffman
Joyce Massey 
Sam Ricci
Rev. E. Barnes, Lifetime Honorary Trustee

Please Note: Meeting dates and times are  
posted on the website each month along with  
the approved minutes from the last meeting.  
Everyone is always welcome. Click here to view.

For a complete list of 
committees see our 
website. View Here

Port Norris Pickings 
February 25, 1888  
There is talk of a grand Leap Year party to take place soon. It will be entirely in 
charge of the ladies.

March 1, 1888  
Mr. Geo. Sloan, of this place is one of the lucky ones, whose birthday comes 
every four years, and he having been born 58 years ago yesterday a number of his 
immediate friends and his family gave him and his good wife a surprise party and 
presented him with a handsome office chair and Mrs. Sloan with a fine platform 
rocker. The evening was very pleasantly spent and all left with wishes of many 
returns of the day for Mr. Sloan and well pleased with the evening’s entertainment.

March 5, 1888  
The Commercial Township caucus meeting was held at Haleyville on Saturday 
afternoon and the following ticket nominated: Judge, Levi Lore; Inspectors, G.D. 
Steelman and E.J. Cook; Township Clerk, T.G. Compton; Freeholder, Thomas Hand; 
Assessor, D.T. Howell, Collector, John C. Hand; Township Committee, Harry C. 
Mayhew; Commissioners of Appeal, W.H. Berry, Frank Sheppard, Carl Shropshire; 
Surveyors of Highways, W.C. Compton, S.R. Mayhew; Constable, John C. Garrison; 
Overseer of Poor, Dr. S.L. Bacon; Pound Keepers, George Robbins, R.T. Powell, J.C. 
Garrison, John Mayhew. Poor Fund $200.00

New Membership Levels
We have made some changes to our Membership beginning in 2020, 
with the addition of one NEW level. Donations of $50 or more that 
were previously listed as BENEFACTOR will now be designated as 
PATRON. BENEFACTOR levels have changed to $30 Individual and 
$35 Family. General Individual and Family remain the same.  
(See the yellow box at right). All members receive merchandise 
discounts. Please check our website for listings of additional benefits.  
We are grateful for your ongoing support which helps us meet the 
needs (heat, electric, etc.) of maintaining our building. 




