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unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.
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The Robbins Family Special Issue 

This edition of the Port Norris Historical Society 
Newsletter is dedicated to David Robbins Sr. and 

Joan Garrison Robbins’s memory. Joan and Dave were 
raised in Port Norris, educated there, and graduated from 

Millville High School.
 
Dave and Joan were married in 1960, a marriage that spanned fifty-seven 
years. They had four children: David Jr. (Patricia), Robert (Lisa), Donald 
(Dana), and Suzanne Godfrey (Scott).
 
Also, they had eleven grandchildren: Kirstien Adams (Wes), Danielle 
Collen (Mike), Jay Robbins (Nicole), Robert Robbins (Courtney), Tasker 
Robbins (Katie), Alexander Robbins, Caroline Robbins, Nathan Robbins, 
Ryan Godfrey (Bethany), Evan Godfrey, and Addison Godfrey. Six great-
great-grandchildren complete the family: Grace Adams, Dane Adams, 
Julian Robbins, Crew Cullen, Jace Robbins, and Nora Robbins.
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Daughter of Jim and Alberta Garrison, Joan had 
four brothers: Ed, George, and James, Albert, are 

both deceased.
 
Joan loved horses and enjoyed barrel racing at 
Cowtown on her beloved Trixie. She was very active 
in the Port Norris Baptist Church as a youth group 
member, singing in the choir and later teaching 
Sunday School.  Joan was also a member of the 
Women’s Missionary Society and in later years she 
attended Faith Bible Church, where she also taught 
Sunday School, sang in the choir, and took part in the 
Ladies’ Bible Study.
 
Joan had many interests such as skiing, camping, 
and traveling to see the National Parks, Hawaii, 
and Israel, where she had a chance to ride a 
camel.  She was an active member of the Port 
Norris Historical Society, and enjoyed collecting 
antiques, especially oyster plates, of which she 
had an extensive collection. Joan was also an 
excellent cook, known for her outstanding rice 
pudding.

Joan held a variety of jobs.  She worked at the 
Children’s Shop in Millville, drove a van from 
Port Norris to Cumberland Christian School, 
of which she was a board member, and also 
worked for Doctors Mintz and Fithian. She also 
did bookkeeping for the  Port Norris Express, 
which was a business that began in 1938 and was 
owned by her father, Jim Garrison.
 
In addition to all that Joan accomplished, her 
greatest achievement was raising and nurturing 
four children, providing guidance in a solid 
Christian environment and keeping them on the 
path to success. 
 
All will agree that Joan was the glue that held the 
entire Robbins clan together.
 

Joan Robbins
(1942-2021)

Joan as a baby.
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David Robbins, Sr.
(1937-2017)

 

David Robbins Sr. was the son of Alma and Lee 
Robbins. He had two brothers, Lee and Robert. 

Dave attended the Port Norris Baptist Church, where 
he played in the church orchestra and was a long-time 
trustee.
 
 Dave was engaged in the oyster business, as were 
generations of his family before him. In 1934 Dave’s 
father, Lee, and his brothers, Alvin and Tasker, 
founded Robbins Brother Oyster Company. They had 
a fleet of boats and soon opened a shucking house. 
Dave and his brothers worked in the business and 
took over operations after the founders retired.
 
Dave captained the schooner DAVID ROBBINS 
SR for over thirty years. Other boats in their fleet 
were: H.H. ROBBINS, ADDIE B. ROBBINS, 
A.B. NEWCOMB, ALMAH D. ROBBINS, L.H. 
ROBBINS, RICHARD LORE, ANNE E. YATES and 
BONSECUER 11.
 
Robbins Brothers adopted the brand “JERSEY’S 
BEST” and shipped their oysters nationwide. They 
developed a new product called “STEW FOR TWO” 
and processed crab meat and conchs in later years. 
Their business offered employment for approximately 
150 people as shuckers, deckhands, and cooks on the 
boats.
 
One of Dave’s favorite hobbies was trapshooting, 
a sport he learned from his father, and he became 
an outstanding competitor. He was a member of the 
Quinton sportsman club and the Pine Belt Gun Club. 
Dave competed in tournaments all over the East 
Coast, Florida, and Las Vegas and garnered many 
prizes. He was New Jersey State Champion twice and 
elected to the New Jersey Trapshooters Hall of Fame. 
He was one of the Knotty Pine Trap Club founders 
in Port Norris, where shooters from several states 
competed.
 

Another hobby Dave enjoyed was woodworking. 
He had an extensive wood shop and crafted fine 
cabinets and pieces of furniture. Dave and Joan 
hosted an annual Christmas Bazaar for over ten years, 
showcasing their crafts.
 
Baseball was another of Dave’s interests, and he 
played first base for the Port Norris team in the Oyster 
League, one of the premier leagues in South Jersey.
 
He was a long-time vital member of the Port Norris 
Cemetery Association. In 2013 the Port Norris 
Historical Society honored him as a Living Legend of 
the town with a banquet for friends and family.
 
Dave and Joan put their faith in God and their family 
above all else. They attended all sporting events, 
school functions, awards ceremonies, graduations, 
etc., of all children and grandchildren. Birthdays, 
holidays, and vacations were very special to Dave and 
Joan because they involved family.
 

Faith in God and family -  
the legacy of Joan and Dave Robbins.

Dave as a young boy.

Dave and Don trap shooting.

Dave was recognized as a Legend of Port Norris on November 10, 2013.

Visit Dave’s Legends page for more photos.
http://historicportnorris.org/legends-43.htm  
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Joan’s father, Jim Garrison, started  
Port Norris Express, in 1938, which was 
a business that and he ran and owned. 

Painting of the David Robbins
Painted by “Chili” McConnell 

Photo: The HH Robbins

Left: Oyster cans from the 
Robbins Brothers Company 

Dave’s Dad, Lee Robbins
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See us on Facebook and our website historicportnorris.org

If you are getting this email from a friend and would like to be added to our list, please click here and we will add you. If we 
received your email at one of our events. and if you do not wish to receive this newsletter, click here 
web@historicportnorris.org, we will remove you from the list.  We do not sell or share your email with anyone!
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Joan was an active member of PNHS. We will miss her at our  
meetings and events. Above Amy, Sam, Faye and Joan enjoying a bowl of soup, at one of our fundraisers. 
Joan had a large oyster plate collection. The PNHS members together purchased this plate on eBay in honor of 
Joan. The plate was made for the Port Norris Oyster Company. 
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